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Mining Output in Bolivia Rises 
Slightly; Labor Reorganized 


Tin production in the nationalized mines operated by the Bolivian Min- 
ing Corporation amounted to 2,330 metric tons fine in October, a slight 


increase over September output. 


Production amounting to 21,580 tons in the first 10 months of 1954 
compared favorably with the like period of 1953. October output by the 


nationalized mines of most other 
minerals also was slightly higher than 
in the preceding month. Wolfram pro- 
duction amounted to 144 tons in Octo- 
ber, and 1,340 tons for the first 10 
months. Zinc and lead output, appre- 
ciably lower than in 1953, increased 
somewhat in October, totaling 1,698 
tons—up 225 tons—and 609 tons—up 
117 tons—respectively. 

With the exception of wolfram, an- 
timony, and zinc, mineral production 
by the small- and medium-sized pri- 
vately owned mines was lower than in 
1953. From January through October 
1954, the Mining Bank purchased 631 
tons of wolfram, as compared with 
621 tons during the first 10 months 
of 1953. Antimony purchases during 
that period amounted to 1,919 tons, as 
compared with 1,764 tons. 

Zine purchases increased from 476 
tons to 561 tons, and purchases of 
other minerals fell off. Bolivian Min- 
ing Bank tin purchases through Oc- 
tober amounted to 2,828 tons, as 
compared with 3,573 tons for the 10 
months of 1953, a 21-percent decline. 
Similarly, lead and silver purchases 
were down 20 percent, and copper was 
down 25 percent. 

The national executive committee 
of the Central Obrera Boliviana— 
Bolivia’s principal labor union—newly 
elected at the First National Workers’ 
Congress at La Paz last November, 
has instructed all national union fed- 
erations to select representatives on 
the seven national councils which, un- 
der the approved reorganization plan, 
will form a part of the governing body 
of the COB. These councils were to 
hold their first organization meetings 
in La Paz in early January. 


Plan Strengthens COB 


The reorganization plan, which was 
adopted by the Workers’ Congress, 
strengthens COB by making it a truly 
centralized national labor body, exer- 
cising control through the executive 
secretary, a national executive com- 
mittee of 12 elected officials, and an 
assembly of 65 delegates comprising 





the seven national councils, each rep- 
resenting a major category of organ- 
ized labor in Bolivia. 

Deterioration in Bolivia’s foreign- 
exchange position generally is re- 
garded by the business community 
as the reason for the Government’s 
curtailment of import licenses and the 
reduction, starting about mid-Decem- 
ber, in the volume of dollars offered 
for sale at public auction. These ac- 
tions, coupled with the increase in the 
boliviano supply in the hands of mer- 
chants as the result of the Christmas 
sales, have augmented the volume of 
local currency, causing its sharp de- 
preciation in relation to the dollar. 
The free-market rate of the boliviano 
dropped from 1,785 bolivianos to the 
dollar on December 17 to 1.890 bolivi- 
anos on December 31. By mid-January 
the rate was 2,200 bolivianos, the most 
drastic fall the boliviano has suffered. 

Railway Opened 

Government sales of dollars at auc- 
tion amounted to $313,663 in Decem- 
ber, at rates between 1.781 and 1,800 
bolivianos. Average daily sales dur- 
ing the latter part of the month fell 
to less than $10,000. Total sales for 
the year amounted to approximately 
$2,783,000. 

President Paz Estenssoro of Bolivia 
and President Cafe Filho of Brazil met 
in Santa Cruz, Bolivia, early in Jan- 
uary to open the Corumba-Santa Cruz 
railway. They discussed economic re- 
lations between the two countries. 


The Bolivian Government has ap- 
proved a schedule for servicing the 
$37,220,000 debt of the Bolivian Devel- 
opment Corporation with the U. S. 
Export-Import Bank for construction 
of the Cochabamba-Santa Cruz high- 
way and the Cochabamba oil refinery 
and pipeline. Three payments total- 
ing $1,818,703.62 were to be made be- 
tween December 31, 1954. and January 
17, 1955. More than 10,500 vehicles 
used the Cochabamba-Santa Cruz 


(Continued on Page 13) 
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Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of 
world trade—ranging from compre. 
hensive economic and business 
to details on export and import 
ulations—is quickly and directly 
available to businessmen in their 
own cities or localities through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart. 
ment of Commerce. 


Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United Sta 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad, 
Aided by the current information 
and publications sent to them reg. 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
900 cooperative offices—local cham. 
bers of commerce and other busi- 
ness organizations — which haye 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, and other information, for 
use by businessmen. 


The addresses of the Depart 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 


Albuquerque, N. M., 208 U. S. Courthouss 
Atlanta 5, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh 8% 
Bldg. 
Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office ang 
Courthouse Bidg 
Buffalo 3, N. Y., 117 Ellicott St. 
Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jaspay 
Bldg., West End Broad St 
Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bldg. 
Chicago 6, IIL, 226 W. Jackson Blvd. ' 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse 
Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 
Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 
Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse., 
Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
El Paso, Tex., Chamber of Commerce Bldg 
Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 
Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bidg. 
Kansas City 6. Mo., Federal Office Bidg. 
Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1931 S. Broadway. 
Memphis 3. Tenn., 2929 Feceral Bidg. 
Miami 32, Fla., 300 NE. First Ave. 
Minneapolis 2, Minn., 607 Marquette Ave. 
New Orleans 12. La., 323 St. Charles Ave. 
New York 17, N. Y., 110 E. 45th St. 
Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut 8t. 
Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St 
Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. S. Courthouse, 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave 
Richmond 20, Va., 900 Lombardy St. 
St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bldg. 
Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple &. 
San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Custome 
house 
Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8. 
Post Office Bldg. 
Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers, consult 
U. S. Government section of phone boom 


Courthouse and 








Samuel W. Anderson, Assistant Secretary 
for International Affairs 





U. S. Department of Commerce 
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Agricultural Crops Excellent 


Mexican Year-End Business on Upswing 


Commercial and industrial activities in Mexico took on a more optim- 
istic tone at the close of 1954, chiefly as the result of excellent agri- 


cultural harvests. 


The National Growers Association reported the value of Mexico’s 
agricultural output in the 1954-55 crop year to be 8 billion pesos, as 


nst 6 billion’pesos in 1953-54. 

Other factors, such as rising prices, 
fourishing tourist business, a brisk 
holiday buying season, and the addi- 
tional protection to national industry 
resulting from the peso devaluation 
in April and the subsequent enact- 
ment of tariff increases and trade 
controls also provided impetus for 
the upswing. 

The retail sales volume rose stead- 
fly throughout the last quarter of 
1954, particularly in such lines as 
cotton goods, woolens, synthetic tex- 
tiles, readymade clothing, shoes, 
leather goods, household electrical ap- 
pliances, radios, and television sets. 
Notwithstanding price increases aver- 
aging 20 percent, the real value of 
year-end sales exceeded expectations, 
and, despite heavy purchases by mer- 
chants in anticipation of the holiday 
season, inventories in many shops 
were either exhausted or very low 
by Christmas. Because of the rise 
in internal prices, particularly of im- 
ported goods, buyers demonstrated a 
marked preference for the less ex- 
pensive domestic products. 


Price Adjustments Continue 


Although business conditions were 
very good at the retail and wholesale 
level, business investment did not re- 
vive to any extent. The construction 
industry remained a weak spot in the 
economy, giving evidence of business- 
men’s continued reluctance to undes- 
take major capital investments. A re- 
current fear that the existent peso- 
dollar exchange rate could not be de- 
fended and that some type of ex- 
change control might be instituted 
caused some instability in local busi- 
hess and financial circles. 


The general index of wholesale 
prices and the general index of cost 


» Of living of the working class in Mex- 


ico City showed increases. The No- 
vember index of the former stood at 
4542 or 14.8 percent above December 
12.2 percent above March 
1954. The November index for the 
latter showed a 9.5 percent increase 


. Over the end of 1953. 


A cigarette price rise of 20 to 50 
Percent was authorized on December 
22, 1954. Also, in December, paper 
Manufacturers were permitted to raise 
Prices of their products to compensate 
for increased labor and materials 
costs resulting from the devaluation. 
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Although most companies increased 
milk prices from 10 to 25 centavos a 
liter, no official edict had been issued 
as of early January. Increases of 
electric-power rates were authorized 
in a number of States, including 
Guanajuato and San Luis Potosi. 

These price adjustments reflected 
the continuing struggle between offi- 
cial attempts to maintain stability 
through price controls and efforts of 
manufacturers and producers of many 
articles to cover increased produc- 
tion costs by increasing prices rather 
than by reducing profit margins. 

The Federal budget for 1955, pre- 
sented to Congress late in December, 
shows expenditures totaling 5,681 mil- 
lion pesos as compared with 4,828 mil- 
lion pesos in the original 1954 budget, 
and exceeds the latter by 18 percent. 
Economic developments, investments, 
and social services total 3,892 million 
pesos of the 1955 budget, in compari- 
son with 3,215 million pesos in 1954. 
Some 2,205 ‘million pesos of this 
amount, representing 38.8 percent of 
the total budget, are slated for capital 
expenses. 

Federal income estimates in 1955 
total 5.685 million pesos, as against 
4.830 million pesos in 1954. Estimates 
of revenue from taxes on exports, mer- 
cantile sales, natural resources, and 
income were increased sharply. Tax 
receipts in 1954 from these sources 
were far in excess of budget estimates. 
Federal expenditures in 1954 were es- 
timated at 15 to 20 percent above the 
4830 million-peso estimate made in 
December 1953, but 1954 income is 
known also to have increased signifi- 
cantly over earlier predictions. 

Bills and coins in circulation and 
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peso deposits at the end of October 
amounted to 8.3 billion pesos, and pre- 
liminary estimates indicated that they 
would reach a record 8.8 billion pesos 
by the end of the year. Part of the 
increase was seasonal, as a result of 
the greatly augmented volume of holi- 
day buying. 

The money supply amounted to 7.8 
billion pesos in March 1954, and the 
estimated increase as of the end of 
the year was about 13 percent, consist- 
ing mostly of notes in circulation 
rather than bank deposits. In view of 
the rise in prices of both domestic 
and imported goods and of the higher 
level of business activity, this increase 
is not regarded as excessive. The 
money supply in the hands of the 
public did not increase further be- 
cause of a deliberately restrictive 
credit policy of the Bank of Mexico 
and the 1954 capital flight, which di- 
vested many Mexican firms and in- 
dividuals of surplus peso deposits or 
readily convertible securities. 


Credit Operations Rise 


Credit operations increased in the 
latter part of the year, short-term 
loans rising from 1,411 million pesos . 
in August to 1,431 million pesos in 
October, and long-term loans increas- 
ing from 3,908 to 4,014 million pesos. 
The loan portfolio of private savings 
and deposit banks was 3,722 nfillion 
pesos on December 11, compared with 
3,492.4 million pesos early in Septem- 
ber. Short-term capital flight from 
the peso took place during most of 
the last quarter of 1954. Foreign cur- 
rency deposits in private Mexican de- 
posit and savings banks reached 910.3 
million pesos on December 11, an in- 
crease of 209.1 million pesos over 
September 4 figures. 

The Bank of Mexico’s monetary re- 
serve in January 1955 was reported in 
banking circles to be, $205 million, 
slightly more than the $202 million at 
the time of devaluation, Aprib 19. 

Merchandise exports in the first 10 
months of 1954 totaled $461.4 million, 
an increase of $19.4 million over the 
like period of 1953, according to Bank 
of Mexico figures. Merchandise im- 
ports were substantially at the same 
level—$654.6 million—as in 1953— 
$659.3 million. Imports did not de- 
cline markedly through October, de- 
spite earlier predictions. 

The import balance on merchandise 
account increased from $105.6 in the 
first 6 months of 1953 to $140.3 million 
in the corresponding period of 1954, 
but in the 4 subsequent months the 
situation improved markedly, the im- 


(Continued on Page 6) 
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Brazil Strives To Slow Down 


The momentum of inflationary forces in Brazil was not retarded 
during the fourth quarter of 1954, despite the Government’s intentions 


and efforts. 


Prices and the cost of living continued to rise; currency in circulation 


expanded considerably, particularly 
ment operations showed a substantial 
deficit for the year, with an even 
greater deficit in prospect for 1955 
unless drastic economies could be in- 
stituted. The Government endeavored 
to make clear to the country the se- 
riousness of the economic situation, 
calling for austerity measures to halt 
or slow down inflation. 

The Federal Government’s 1954 ac- 
counts are not yet available for the 
quarter, but revenues are understood 
to have been below estimates, and the 
overall deficit for the year may be as 
high as 12 billion cruzeiros. 


The Federal budget for 1955 became 
law with an expected deficit of 3.2 
billion cruzeiros. However, the in- 
clusion of extra-budgetary accounts 
raised the anticipated deficit to a 
possible 15 billion cruzeiros, accord- 
ing to statements by the Minister of 
Finance. 

In November the Congress revised 
the income-tax law to provide addi- 
tional revenue of an estimated 2.4 
billion cruzeiros in 1955. Efforts by 
the administration to effect higher 
excise taxes failed to obtain Senate 
concurrence before November 30, the 
constitutional deadline for approval 
of the following year’s budget. 


Credit Curtailed 


The present administration, which 
dates from August 1954, continued its 
efforts to curtail the expansion of 
commercial credit. November statis- 
tics showed a reduction in bank loans 
of 1.2 billion cruzeiros, leaving a total 
outstanding for the commercial banks 
of 100.3 billion cruzeiros. Commercial. 
bank deposits also declined to 104.7 
billion cruzeiros. At the end of Novem- 
ber the reserve ratio was 19.1 percent, 
a slight increase, as banks attempted 
to get in a more liquid position in face 
of the tighter credit policy. During 
November and December, owing to the 
closing of a few small banks in Sao 
Paulo, a run developed there, which 
required very substantial cash ad- 
vances from the Federal Government 
to other banks to meet withdrawals 
of deposits. 

The money supply continued to in- 
crease despite reductions in deposits, 
owing to heavy issues of new paper 
currency which totaled 4.9 billion 
cruzeiros during the quarter, raising 
the emount outstanding to 59 billion 
cruzeiros at the end of the year. This 
large issue was required to redeem 
Treasury bills, aid banks involved in 
the Sao Paulo run, support coffee 
prices, pay increased Government em- 


4 


in December; and overall Govern- 





ployee allowances, and meet Christ- 
mas cash- needs. 


Important changes in regulations 
relating to internal finance were made 
during the quarter. The Superintend- 
ency of Money and Credit issued in 
October three far-reaching instruc- 
tions to limit the commercial banks’ 
expansion potential, by limiting the 
amount of interest banks may pay on 
various types of deposits; raising the 
rediscount rate to banks; and increas- 
ing the reserve requirements with the 
monetary authorities on bank de- 
posits. 


Minimum Wages Doubled 


A continuing inflationary influence, 
in addition to expansion of the money 
supply and other factors, was the de- 
cree which doubled minimum wages. 
Although effective in July, upward 
wage adjustments still were being 
made on a large scale throughout the 
fourth quarter, resulting in increased 
production costs and greater effective 
demand for essential commodities. 


The cost of living in Rio de Janeiro 
increased by 6 percent during Octo- 
ber and November, and for the first 
11 months of the year the Rio de 
Janeiro and Sao Paulo cost-of-living 
indexes rose by about 22 percent. 


The cruzeiro continue to depreciate 
during the quarter. In the free market 
it declined from 62.80 cruzeiros to the 
dollar at the beginning of October to 
75.50 cruzeiros at the end of the year. 
In the exchange auctions for imports 
the average rate for the U. S. dollar 
increased from 51.80 to 65.70 cruzeiros 
during the same period, reaching a 
high of 74.60 cruzeiros at one point. 
The lower dollar prices in the ex- 
change auctions at the end of the pe- 
riod were largely the result of the re- 
strictions of credit which made it dif- 
ficult for importers to borrow cruzeiros 
to pay the auction premiums. 


Currency Offerings Reduced 


The Government continued its pro- 
gram to reduce commercial arrears to 
other countries. Early in November the 
amount of U. S. dollars auctioned 
monthly for commercial imports was 
reduced from $20 million to $10 mil- 
lion. Offering of other currencies were 
reduced as well. In order to ease the 
burden on the dollar balance of pay- 
ments, the Bank of Brazil negotiated a 
$200-million 5-year loan with 19 U. S. 
banks at 2.75 percent interest. Of this 
amount, $160 million was to cover 
obligations to the Federal Reserve 





Inflation 


Bank of New York, while the re. 
mainder became part of the Bank of 
Brazil’s working balances. 

Brazil attempted to reduce hard. 
currency imports, redress unfavorable 
trade balances, and repay outstan 
commercial arrears in the fourth 
quarter. Trade arrears with Belgium, 
Italy, and Germany were erased or’ 
substantially reduced. 

Trade agreements were modified or 
temporarily extended, looking toward 
reducing dependence on _ hard-cur- 
rency imports and increasing exports 
of Brazilian products, special efforts 
being made to stimulate those which 
have not entered into international 
trade channels recently. Enlarging the 
range of hard-currency payments for 
Brazilian products was attempted, but 
strict bilateralism was maintained in 
soft-currency areas where trade other- 
wise would suffer. The lists of Bra- 
zilian products to be traded with these 
areas were expanded, and swing mar- 
gins were increased to afford greater 
latitude and to allow for seasonal 
changes in the direction of trade. 

Consideration was given during the 
quarter to a system to stimulate the 
export of Brazilian products which 
could not meet world competition at 
the effective exchange rates. This plan 
was adopted early in 1955. Further 
import restrictions and the practice 
of protecting local production by 
transferring certain products from 
lower essential exchange categories 
to higher, prohibitively expensive 
groups contributed to a reduction in 
imports. 


Coffee Exports at Low Level 


Coffee exports continued at a low 
level. Total shipments from October 
through December were only 3.6 mil- 
lion bags, compared with 5.1 million 
in the last quarter of 1953. On De- 
cember 31, visible stocks totaled 9 
million bags, an increase of 1.5 million 
from a year earlier. Because of grow- 
ing stocks and export-control prac- 
tices impeding sales of lower grades, 
the Government was forced during 
the quarter to buy increasing quan- 
tities of coffee at the price guaran- 
teed by it to producers. 

In the belief that small exports 
were attributable at least in part to 
uncertainties respecting price and 
exchange rate, the Brazilian Govern- 
ment on November 12 fixed the coffee 
export rate at 31.50 cruzeiros to the 
dollar, ending thereby the flexible 
system introduced last August under 
which the rate was linked to free- 
market fluctuations. For a few weeks 
after the exchange-rate revision, cof- 
fee sales increased considerably, and 
November shipments rose to 1.5 mil- 
lion bags, the largest for any month 
in 1954. 

Apparently the market was aided 
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temporarily by U. S. stock replace- 
ment for the holiday period and by 
covering of large December future 
contracts. By the end of December, 
puying had slackened off again to 
early November levels. The coffee ex- 
change rate was again changed on 
February 5, to an effective rate of 
37.06 cruzeiros per U. S. dollar. 


Agricultural Conditions Good 


Weather conditions during the last 
quarter of 1954 were generally favor- 
able for agriculture. In northern Sao 
Paulo and in Minas Gerais lack of 
rain delayed corn and rice planting 
and caused damage to coffee and other 
crops. Prospects remained good for 
a 1955 coffee harvest from 10 to 15 
percent greater than 1954 production. 
Cotton plantings during the quarter, 
despite dry weather, appeared greater 
than in the preceding season. With 
the exception of a possible drop in 
corn and bean area, food and fiber 
plantings are believed to be equal to 
or greater than in 1953-54. 

The wheat supply situation contin- 
ued fairly good. Argentina was the 
principal source, and an agreement 
was reached for 1955 whereby Argen- 
tina would supply Brazil with 1.2 
million metric tons. Brazil’s own crop, 
for which harvest was completed in 
December, appears to be about the 
same as the preceding crop, officially 
estimated at 772,000 tons. 

Several new industrial projects com- 
menced operations or were planned. 
Tungsten-ore reducing furnaces began 


. t0 operate, and the manufacture of 


tungsten-wire filaments was started. 
Plans were announced for a chemical 
and insecticide plant in Sao Paulo by 
U.S. and German interests. A U. S. 
automobile manufacturer discussed 
the possibility of future operations in 
Brazil. A German automobile-manu- 
facturing firm announced its inten- 
tion to install a plant. 


The port labor situation in Rio de 


Janeiro improved during the quarter. 


Port congestion was eliminated, and 
425 percent freight surcharge which 
was to have been imposed in January 
1955 by the Brazil-United States ship- 
ping conference was canceled.—Emb., 
Rio de Janeiro. 
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Panama Confident at 
Beginning of Year 


Panama faced 1955 with confidence 
because business improved steadily 
through December 1954. Retail busi- 
ness was bolstered by seasonal bo- 
nuses paid by many companies which 
were granted tax credits for such 
bonuses. 

Ship transits through the Panama 
Canal increased in December from the 
preceding month but were slightly 
less than in the corresponding month 
of 1953. Electric-power consumption 
in December exceeded that in Novem- 
ber and the corresponding month a 
year ago by a substantial margin. 

Import tonnage decreased slightly, 
but banana and shrimp exports were 
considerably higher in December. The 
Panama Government’s current cash 
position appeared satisfactory as 
announcement was made that at the 
end of December bills dated the mid- 
dle of that month were being paid 
promptly. 

The powdered milk plant at La Con- 
cepcion reportedly will be constructed 
at a cost of about $66,000 and will 
be ready for operation by mid-1955. 
The telephone company serving Pan- 
ama City is expanding service to ac- 
commodate 1,000 new subscribers. 

Construction and maintenance work 
in the Canal Zone was cctive. New 
construction projects in the Republic 
of Panama scheduled for 1955 are a 
new $368,000 bank building, Govern- 
ment grain silos, a $750,000 Govern- 
ment Legislative Palace, and a $1l- 
million new maternity ward of a 
Panama City hospital. Further expan- 
sion of facilities of the Colon Free 
Trade Zone is planned for 1955.—Emb., 
Panama City. 


Japan-United States 
Trade Up 12 Percent 


Although Japan’s imports from the 
United States, including territories and 
possessions, dropped from a monthly 
average of $90 million during the first 
half of 1954 to an average of $52 mil- 
lion in the last half, imports for the 
whole year increased by 12 percent 
over 1953. They amounted to $851 mil- 


lion in 1954, compared with $759 mil- 
lion. 


Because of a marked increase in the 
second half of the year, Japan’s 1954 
exports to the United States reached 
$284 million, a gain of 20 percent over 
the $236 million in 1953. Japan’s trade 
deficit with the United States in 1954 
thus rose 8 percent over the preceding 
year—from $523 million to $567 mil- 
lion. 

The principal imports, in millions of 
dollars with 1953 imports in paren- 
theses, were as follows: Raw cotton, 
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Venezuelan Economy 


Near Peak Levels 


Wholesale and retail trade in Vene- 
zuela was reported as generally good 
in January although the volume of re- 
tail sales dipped seasonally from rec- 
ord holidays levels. Installment credit 
terms to the public on most consumer 
durable goods continued liberal. Col- 


lections of import bills and those of a_ 
commercial nature in the Federal Dis- 


trict were generally satisfactory, but 
collections from the interior remained 
slow. 


The December improvement in the 
rate of Government payments was not 
maintained in January. Bank credit 
continued tight, and interest rates 
were firm. Stock and bond prices on 
the local securities exchange were 
slightly better, with the exception of 
brewing issues, which were affected 
adversely by competition. ~ 


Crude-petroleum production estab- 
lished a new high of 2,118,101 barrels 
a day during the week ended January 


_ 24. Most of the manufacturing indus- 


tries operated during the month at 
high levels. 


Construction activity, both public 
and private, was brisk. Rumors that 
the public-works program would be 
slowed down, owing to the large vol- 
ume of unpaid Government notes on 
previous projects, were denied by the 
President. Possibly to underline his 
assertion that the public-works pro- 
gram would continue uninterrupted, 


~ the President signed decrees allocat- 


ing additional funds for continuation 
of the slum clearance project in 
Caracas and rehabilitation of the 


Barduisimeto-Puerto Cabello-Valencia 
railway. 


The contract for construction of the 
Tuy River water system, to provide 
additional water to Caracas, was 
signed on January 4 between the Na- 
tional Institute of Sanitation and a 
Swiss-German firm. The construction 
contract for the Government’s pro- 
jected chlorine plant was reported to 
have been awarded to an Italian com- 
pany.—Emb., Caracas. 





$171 ($122); wheat, $83 ($77); rice, $68 
($38.9) ; soybeans, $56 ($50); coal, $52 
($65.7); industrial machinery, $34.5 
($35.4); and animal oils, $18 ($14.8). 
Outstanding among exports were 
raw silk, $27.5 ($9.9); clothing, $18.4 
($14.9) ; toys and games, $17.6 ($14.2); 
pottery, $16.6 ($12.9); plywood and 
veneer sheets, $16.4 ($7); cotton fab- 
rics, $10.7 ($5.9) ; and fresh and frozen 
tuna, $10.3 ($15.4) —Emb., Tokyo. 


The Brazil nut crop in the Amazon 
Valley now is estimated at 35,300 short 
tons, compared with 33,700 tons in 
1954, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 
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Mexican Year-End . . . 
(Continued from Page 3) 


port balance declining to $69.2 million 
in 1954 from $110.5 million in the cor- 
responding period of 1953. Despite the 
improvement in the third quarter, 
however, Mexico had not succeeded 
by means of the peso devaluation in 
April in effecting any significant in- 
crease in export proceeds. Neither had 
it succeeded in reducing imports by 
much more than the amounts of corn, 
beans, and wheat which increased 
domestic production had made pos- 
sible. 

The only other marked change in 
the income side of the balance of pay- 
ments was reflected in the gross tour- 
ist income, which in the first 10 
months of 1954 was $276.9 million, as 
against $248.4 million in the like period 
of 1953. On the other hand, Mexican 
tourist and frontier expenditures in- 
creased from $112.5 million to $135.9 
million, resulting in an increase of 
only $5.1 million in net income from 
the tourist trade in 1954 over 1953. 


Manufacturing Conditions Good 

Conditions in the manufacturing in- 
dustry were good during the fourth 
quarter of 1954 and, except for steel 
and cement, both production and sales 
either kept pace with or exceeded the 
preceding quarter. In many instances 
production and sales were substan- 
tially higher than in the correspond- 
ing period of 1953. 

The greatest improvement was in 
the cotton textile industry, which be- 
gan 1954:in a depressed state but 
ended the year prosperously. Manu- 
factured stocks in most mills were 
down to a normal month’s production, 
as compared with four or five times 
that amount early in the year. 

Automobile assembly plants and the 
tire and rubber industry maintained 
the preceding quarter’s levels, re- 
garded as good in the off-season 
period. 

Steel and cement production was 
off slightly in the last quarter as com- 
pared with the third quarter, attrib- 
uted to the Government’s reduced 
spending in public works projects and 
lack of new private construction. 

Production in the paper industry 
was at near capacity, but profit mar- 
gins were reported low. The manager 
of a large paper and pulp mill ex- 
pressed concern that Mexican pulp 
consumers may have to pay higher 
than world prices for the pulp soon 
to be produced by Cellulosa de Chi- 
huahua. If this new industry is pro- 
tected from foreign competition by 
import controls, as seems likely, trade 
sources estimate that services and de- 
preciation charges on Cellulosa’s capi- 
talization, plus high operating costs, 
may oblige the firm to sell its output 
at considerably above foreign prices. 


Although the value of business in 
the shoe industry improved, the pro- 
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duction volume did not increase no- 
tably. December sales, however, in- 
creased considerably, and manufac- 
turers reported that 1954 was better 
than 1953. In the tanning industry, 
upper leather production was 80 to 
90 percent of capacity in the last 
quarter, an increase of some 10 to 15 
percent over the preceding one. Sole 
leather tanners still were experienc- 
ing a depression, mainly as a re- 
sult of competition from synthetic 
products. 


Agricultural Production High 

Agricultural conditions in general 
were the best in many years; produc- 
tion increased and prices were rela- 
tively good, especially for the coun- 
try’s two leading export products, cot- 
ton and coffee. Cotton growers re- 
ceived from 40 to 45 percent more pe- 
sos a bale than in 1953, despite the 
increase in the export tax. In De- 
cember, the cotton harvest, estimated 
at between 1.6 million and 1.7 mil- 
lion bales, was almost completed, and 
the large coffee crop: was entering 
the market. 

A record exportation of 470,000 bales 
of cotton was made in the last quar- 
ter of 1954, as compared with 400,000 
bales in the like period of 1953, and 
heavy exports of coffee began in 
December. 

The corn and bean crops were large 
and adequate for the country’s re- 
quirements; as a result no wheat and 
almost no corn and beans were ex- 
ported in the last quarter. In the cor- 
responding quarter of 1953, such im- 
ports were, in metric tons, as follows: 
Wheat, 75,000; corn, 180,000; and 
beans, 5,000. 


Eggs and baby chicks imported in 
the last quarter increased to 4,000 
metric tons and 1 million, respectively. 
Imports of other important agricul- 
tural products were reduced, because 
of the tightening of Government im- 
port restrictions. Lard imports were 
held below those of 1953, and tallow 
imports in the last quarter were un- 
usually low following heavy imports 
earlier in the year. The most severe 
restrictions, however, were imposed on 
powdered milk imports, which 
amounted to only 300 metric tons as 
compared with 1,960 tons in the last 
quarter of 1953. 

The U. S. frontier was opened to 
Mexican cattle exports on Decem- 
ber 31, 1954, and permission was 
granted to export about 350,000 head 
in 1955. Althouch feeder cattle prices 
in the United States are low, exports 
from Mexico nevertheless will be at- 
tractive because of the still lower 
prices that have prevailed there since 
the border was last closed. 

Near the end of 1954 the mining in- 
dustry pressed for a reduction in the 
mining production and export taxes, 
claiming that since devaluation of the 
peso in April their production, labor, 
and transportation costs had increased 


es 


to such an extent that it is difficult 
to make a profit under the present tax 
system. According to the Mexican 
Mining Chamber, an estimated 37 per. 
cent of the mining industry’s gross in- 
come is paid in taxes to the Federal 
Government. The overall decline in 
Mexico’s mineral production in recent 
years is attributed to excessive taxa- 
tion and fluctuating world mineral 
prices, which in turn have resulted in 
a lack of stimulus for exploration and 
exploitation of new mineral deposits, 


Some agitation was made to have 
deposits of uranium and other fission- 
able minerals declared no longer a 
part of Mexico’s national resources, 
the feeling being that the freeing of 
these minerals from direct Govern- 
ment control would stimulate their 
exploration and exploitation. 


Large iron deposits were discovered 
in the region of La Huerta, Veracryz, 
and the exploitation of titanium de- 
posits was proposed by an American 
company in the State of Oaxaca. 

Petroleos Mexicanos, the Mexican 
petroleum monopoly, announced in 
December the discovery of a new oil 
field off the right bank of the Tonala 
River, between the States of Vera- 
cruz and Tabasco. A new well in 
this region is reported to be producing 
350 barrels a day. 


Preliminary statistics show 1954 
crude-petroleum production as 85 mil- 
lion barrels. Production for the first 
10 months was 69,195,924 barrels, or an 
average of 227,600 barrels a day, com- 
pared with a total output of 38.5 mil- 
lion barrels in 1938 and 72.4 million 
barrels in 1953. 


The monopoly’s latest survey indli- 
cates proved oil reserves amounting to 
2,427 million barrels, with exploitation 
at the rate of 1 barrel a year for every 
20 barrels of proved reserves. Na- 
tional gas production was estimated 
to be more than 2,865.7 million cubic 
meters in 1954. : 


Hard-Fiber Plant Closed 


Severe unemployment continued in 
the construction industry because of 
cutbacks in spending on Government 
projects. One large hard-fiber plant 
in Orizaba closed with a consequent 
layoff of more than 700 workers, but 
as the year ended the Government was 
attempting to reopen it with fewer 
employees. 

Legal minimum wages reflecting 
post-devaluation adjustments in the 
States and Territories, which were 
published by the Labor Department, 
showed an average upward adjust- 


ment of 20 to 25 percent. These wages” 


will govern until the end of 1955. 


Agricultural wages paid along the 
northern border were increased an 
average of 37 percent over those paid 
in the last quarter of 1953; and in 
the north-central and coastal agricul- 
tural regions wage increases ranged 
from 20 to 25 percent. 
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Mexico Eases Invoice 
Regulations for U. S. 


Mexican regulations for certification 
of commercial invoices covering ship- 
ments from the United States now are 
as follows: 

“In thos? cases in which the con- 
sular certification of commercial in- 
yoices covering shipments made from 
the United States of America, shall be 
substituted by a sworn declaration of 
the seller signed before a notary public, 
the said certification will be valid and 
will be accepted by the customs, even 
though he (the notary) be share- 
holder, counselor, functionary, or em- 
ployee of a mercantile company; it 
shall be understood that the notary 
public shall in no case take the oath, 
when he is also the person signing the 
commercial invoice.” 

The new regulation, contained in 
Oficio No. 301-I-5904 of January 29, 
1955, published in the Diario Oficial of 
February 7, 1955, repeals a Mexican 
Directorate of Customs ruling of July 
of last year that an “owner” or “share- 
holder” of a business organization 
could not notarize commercial invoices 
covering shipments of goods to Mexico 
by the same business organization. 

This change should be noted in De- 
partment of Commerce publication 
Preparing Shipments to Mexico, Busi- 
ness Information Service, World Trade 
Series No. 491, October 1953, section on 
Commercial Invoice, pages 1-2. 


Spain-Iceland Trade Pact 
Extended to December 31 


The 1949 trade and payments agree- 
ment between Spain and Iceland has 
been extended for an additional year, 
until December 31, 1955, by an ex- 
change of notes of December 21, 1954. 

Although Spain’s exchange of goods 
with Iceland is a minor part of its 
total trade volume, it provides an 
additional steady source of dried and 
Salt fish for the Spanish food supply 
and a regular market for fruits and 
&@ variety of manufactured consumer 
items. 

Spain’s imports from Iceland in 
1953, valued at $2,119,000, consisted 
almost entirely of cod liver oil, other 
animal oils, and salt and dried fish. 

Spain’s exports to Iceland in the 
Same year were valued at $1,899,000 
and consisted mostly of cork manu- 
factures, hides, shoes, salt, perfumes, 
fresh and dried fruits, wine and li- 
queurs, rubber products, and silk and 
wool manufacturers.—Emb., Madrid. 


The Northern Hemisphere orange 
crop for 1954-55 is forecast at 275 mil- 
lion boxes, about the same as last 


year’s crop, according to the Foreign 
Agricultural Service. 
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New Regulations Govern Transfer 
Of Blocked Funds From Turkey 


New regulations have been put into effect on transfer of “blocked 
funds” from Turkey by export of Turkish merchandise. 

The principal innovation in the regulations is the establishment 
of two separate lists of commodities which may be exported for the 
purpose of deblocking funds from Turkey. 


Schedule 1 itemizes goods which 
may be exported for the sake of de- 


‘blocking “commercial funds,’ such 


as receipts of foreign airlines and 
passenger ships operating in Turkey. 

Schedule 2 pertains to “noncom- 
mercial” funds, such as inheritances 
and proceeds of real estate sales by 
foreigners. 

The new regulations are contained 
in communique No. 61, published in 
Official Gazette No. 8832 of October 
19, 1954, an unofficial translation of 
which follows: 

Application of the provisions of 
chapter 1 of decree No. 13 on protec- 
tion of Turkish currency, concerning 
“blockage” and “deblockage” has been 
regulated as follows in accordance 
with the provisions of article 28 of the 
said decree. 


I. Blocked assets and debts: 


As provided for by article 28 of de- 
cree No. 13 the blockage covers: 


eIncome and sale proceeds of move- 
ables and immovables situated in 
Turkey. 


eIncome of capitals and interests. 


eAssets and debts of all kinds in 
Turkish liras. 


eNational (Turkish) and foreign 
securities, belonging or owing to real 
persons and legal entities of Turkish 
or foreign nationality established out- 
side Turkey. 

eHowever, assets and securities up 
to a value of 500 Turkish liras and 
incomes not exceeding 500 Turkish 
liras a year in general shall be per- 
mitted to be excepted from blockage. 


II. Institution of blockage: 


Blocked profits owned by and debts 
owing to real persons and legal en- 
tities having their domicile outside 
Turkey and resulting from transac- 
tions in connection With their com- 
mercial activities in Turkey and debts 
of the same kind owing to them shall 
be paid into an account entitled 
“Blocked funds resulting from com- 
mercial activities” opened in their 
names at the Central Bank of the 
Turkish Republic within 1 month aft- 
er their collection, and all blocked 
debts owing to them which have no 
commercial character shall be paid 
into an account entitled “Noncom- 
mercial blocked funds” opened in 
their names at the said bank. 

Real persons and legal entities tak- 





ing delivery of Turkish and foreign 
securities, or shares and bonds, be- 
longing to the same persons and legal 
entities and blocked in accordance 
with article 1-also are obliged to hand 
over these securities to a bank within 
1 month after the date of their re- 
ception. 

The date which will be taken as the 
beginning of the blockage of profits 
set aside by companies having their 
central office abroad shall be the clos- 
ing date of the balance sheet drawn 
up yearly by the company. 

The permission required for paying 
these funds into the relevant accounts 
and for handing over securities to 
the banks shall be granted by the 
local Direction of Foreign Exchange. 


III. Use in Turkey of blocked funds 
and securities: 

Use in Turkey of blocked funds of 
any kind is dependent upon the per- 
mission of. the Ministry of Finance, 
(General Direction of the Treasury) 
to be obtained in advance. 

Owners of blocked funds or their 
legal representatives shall apply to 
this effect to the Ministry of Finance 
and indicate in their petition: (a) the 
amount of the blocked funds; (b) the 
person to whom they belong; (c) their 
source; (d) the account into which 
they have been paid. 

Funds paid into the “Blocked funds 
resulting from commercial activities” 
account or into the “Noncommercial 
blocked funds” account shall be indi- 
cated separately, as follows: (e) the 
date on which they were blocked; (f) 
the purpose and the business for 
which they are to be used and with- 
drawn from the Central Bank of the 
Turkish Republic against permits 
which will be issued to them. 


These funds may not be used in 
any way as capital or a rolling fund 
which, in accordance with article 23 
of decree No. 13, have to be imported 
into Turkey in foreign exchange, nor 
may they be used for increases of 
capital. 

Transfer to a third person—real per- 
son or legal entity—of blocked funds 
the use whereof in Turkey is per- 
mitted, sale of securities or their use 
in any way whatsoever, or their trans- 
fer to a third party are subject to 


(Continued on Page 13) ~» 
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Pakistan Waives Duty on Gifts 


Free gifts sent through organiza- 
tions in the United States to organiza- 
tions in Pakistan which comply with 
provisions of the agreement between 
the two countries for the sending of 
relief supplies to Pakistan are freed 
from import duties, internal taxes, 
and inland transportation charges, by 
an Official notice of the Government 
of Pakistan, dated January 12. 

The provisions of the agreement 
are: 

eThe Government of Pakistan shall 
accord duty-free entry, as well as ex- 
emption from internal taxation, of 
supplies of goods approved by the 
Government of the United States do- 
nated to or purchased by U. S. volun- 
tary, nonprofit relief and rehabilita- 
tion agencies qualified under U. S. 
Government regulations and con- 
signed to such organizations, in- 
cluding branches of these agencies 
in Pakistan which have been or here- 
after shall be approved by the Gov- 
ernment of Pakistan. 

eSuch supplies may include goods of 
types qualified for ocean freight sub- 
sidy under applicable U. S. Govern- 
ment regulations, such as basic neces- 
sities of food, clothing, and medicines, 
and other relief supplies and equip- 
ment in support of projects of health, 
sanitation, education, recreation and 
agriculture, and promotion of small 
self-help industries, but shall not in- 
clude tobacco, cigars, cigarettes, alco- 
holic beverages, or items for personal 
use of the agencies’ field representa- 
tives. 


eDuty-free treatment on importa- 
tion and exportation, as well as ex- 
emption from internal taxation, shall 
also be accorded to supplies and equip- 
ment imported by organizations ap- 
proved by both Governments for the 
purpose of carrying out operations un- 
der the agreement. Such supplies and 
equipment shall not include items for 
the personal use of agencies’ field 
representatives. 


eThe cost of transporting such sup- 
plies and equipment, including port, 
handling, storage, and similar charges, 
within Pakistan to the ultimate bene- 
ficiary will be borne by the Govern- 
ment of Pakistan. 

eSupplies furnished by the volun- 
tary agencies shall be considered sup- 
plementary to rations to which indi- 
viduals would otherwise be entitled. 


eIndividual organizations carrying 
out operations under this agreement 
may enter into additional arrange- 
ments with the Government of Pakis- 
tan, and this agreement shall not be 
construed to detract from any benefits 
secured by any such organizations in 
existing agreements with the Govern- 
ment of Pakistan. 


a@merican agencies authorized to 
8 


send relief supplies to Pakistan under 
the agreement are: American Friends 
Service Committee, Assemblies of God, 
Church World Service, Cooperative for 
American Remittances to Everywhere 
(CARE), Mennonite Central Com- 
mittee, and War Relief Services of 
National Catholic Welfare Conference. 


Further information on sending gift 
packages to Pakistan, including U. S. 
export regulations, is obtainable from 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., or from the Department’s 
Field Offices. 


Greece, Germany Plan 
Economic Cooperation 


Further development of Greek-West 
German economic relations and rapid 
implementation of an agreement con- 
cluded between the two countries in 
Bonn on November 11, 1953, making 
available to Greece a long-term Ger- 
man credit of 200 million marks (ap- 


proximately US$48 million) for the 
purchase of capital goods from Ger- 
many are the purpose of a protocol 
of Greek-German economic talks 
signed in Athens on November 19, 
1954. 


The negotiations, according to the 
protocol, covered the following sub- 
jects: 


eAgreement to authorize the ap- 
pointment of a mixed committee to 
draft or examine plans for invest- 
ments in Greece or reconstruction of 
the Greece economy. 


eCommencement as soon as possible 
by the German Government of the 
development and exploitation of the 
Ptolemais lignite deposits and exten- 
sion of the time limit for German 
financing of this project. 


eIncrease of the Greek wine export 
quota to Germany from $2 million to 
$2.3 million. 


eAssurance by Germany that Greek 
tobacco imports will be treated as 
favorably as imports from other coun- 
tries. 


Because of the consequences liberali- 
zation of German quota restrictions 
on import of dried citrus fruits from 
the dollar area might have on Greek 
exports to Germany, the Greek dele- 
gation requested that those commod- 
ities be excluded from any future lib- 
eralization. Although its policy is 
a@ progressively freer adjustment of 
imports from the dollar area, the Ger- 
man Government stated that it is 
willing insofar as possible to inform 
the Greek Government in event im- 
port quotas are further relaxed.— 
Emb., Athens. 


—— 


Agencies Vary in "Buy 


Canada’ Policies 


The extent to which the various 
Departments of the Canadian Govern. 
ment give preference in their pur. 
chasing policies to Canadian-made 
products over competitive goods of 
foreign origin has been summarized by 
the Canadian Manufacturers Associa- 
tion on the basis of replies received 


from the various Departments as fol- 
lows: 


“The Department of Defence Pro- 
duction looks upon it as its duty to 
get the most it can for its money. The 
supplier who tenders the lowest ude- 
livered price and is judged capable of 
satisfactory production and deliv 
gets the order regardless of the origin 
of the goods. Exceptions to this policy 
are made in the case of certain 
Canadian industries which are in dif- 
ficulties, and in such case invitations 
to bid are not sent outside of Canada, 


“The Department of National Health 
and Welfare, Veterans Affairs, and the 
Post Office generally follow the policy 
of purchasing equipment and mate- 
rials of Canadian manufacture, ex- 
cept where suitable items are not made 
in Canada. These Departments state 
that because of their very nature 
most of their purchases are entirely 
Canadian. 


“The Department of Agriculture 
does not maintain a central purchas- 
ing organization and has no uniform 
preferential treatment for Canadian 
goods. For sizable purchases and con- 
struction projects they obtain tenders 
in accordance with standard Govern- 
ment requirements and award con- 
tracts on the basis of the lowest bid- 
der. It is believed that the majority 
of small purchases which have to do 
with day-to-day requirements of 
branch farms and laboratories would 
consist of Canadian materials. 

“The Department of Transport uses 
a standard clause in the general con- 
ditions applicable to its contracts and 
specifications, which reads in part a8 
follows: Canadian labor and mate- 
rials—To the full extent to which the 
same are procureable, consistent with 
proper economy and the expeditious 
carrying out of this contract, Cana- 
dian labor, parts and materials shall 
be used in the work.”’—Industrial Can- 
ada, February 1955. 


World flaxseed production in 1954 is 
placed at 130 million bushels, accord- 
ing to the second estimate of the For- 
eign Agricultural Service. 

This is an increase of 6 percent from 
estimated production in 1953, now re- 
vised to 123 million bushels, and the 
largest outturn since 1950. 
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Goods in Bond May Be Exchange Allotted to Petrobras 


Processed in Jamaica 


Jamaica has made provisions for 
the processing or manufacture while 
in bond of goods that have been im- 
ported for export or for local con- 
sumption. 


The effect of this new procedure 
will be that imported raw materials 


’ ¢t0 be manufactured in Jamaica can 


be bonded and thereby payment of 
duty on first arrival avoided. The ar- 
ticles manufactured for export will 
be shipped direct in bond and the 
cumbersome process of shipment on 
drawback eliminated. 

Import duties will be payable on raw 
materials used in the manufacture of 
articles released for home consump- 
tion, but in no case will the duty on 
the raw materials exceed that pay- 
able on the finished articles were they 
imported into the Island. 


Duties will be payable in effect on 
raw materials used in the manufac- 
ture of articles for local consumption 
at rates applicable in the tariff or at 
rates that would be payable on the 
finished article if imported, whichever 
is the lesser. 


Moreover, if the manufactured ar- 
ticles are themselves entitled to duty- 
free entry, raw materials used in their 
manufacture will be free of duty. 

This procedure will insure. that 
manufacturers will not be required to 
immobilize their capital in payment 
of import duties during the period in 
which the goods are being manufac- 
tured and exported or released for 
home consumption. 


The Jamaican Government hopes 
that this measure will go a long way 
in removing one of the great obstacles 
in the way of local manufacturers and 
that it will be an added inducement 
to foreign manufacturers to invest 
capital in Jamaica. 


These provisions were put into 
effect by Law No, 44 of 1954, which 
amends Customs Law No. 34 of 1939, 
as announced in Bulletin No. 29 of 
December 31, 1954, issued by the Re- 
gional Economic Committee of the 
British West Indies, British Guiana, 
and British Honduras. 
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of Documents, U. $. Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
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Foreign exchange in an amount not 
less than 3 percent nor greater than 5 
percent of Brazil’s receipts from ex- 
ports is to be made available to Petro- 
bras, the Government petroleum mo- 
nopoly, for purchase of equipment and 
other foreign currency expenditures. 

The exact amount to be made avail- 
able within these limits is 80 percent 
of foreign exchange savings realized 
by Brazil from the operation of the 
refineries and national production of 
crude petroleum, as well as profits re- 
sulting from operation of the tanker 
fleet. 

Whenever an exchange commitment 
for import of crude petroleum is made, 
beginning January 1, 1955, the dif- 
ferences between the cost of gasoline 
and other refined products which 
would have to be imported were there 
no domestic refineries and the cost of 
imported crude oil is to be credited to 
Petrobras in the specific currency in- 
volved. The total value of output of 
petroleum products from refineries 
supplied with crude oil produced in 
Brazil also is to be credited to this 
account, and expenditures and rev- 
enues of the National Petroleum Fleet 
are to be credited and debited. 

Petrobras may utilize exchange thus 
allocated in specific foreign currencies, 
but the Exchange Department of the 
Bank of Brazil is authorized insofar as 
possible to transfer balances from one 
currency to another. The unutilized 
part of any semiannual exchange 
quota will be carried over to the next 
period, and Petrobras will be provided 
with a $200,000 working account in 
New York. 

The Superintendency of Money and 
Credit order instructing the Exchange 
Department to make foreign exchange 
available to Petrobras on this basis 





Greece, Poland Retain Same 
Trade Lists Under New Pact 


No changes are made in the com- 
modity lists of imports and exports 
included in the trade agreement be- 
tween Greece and Poland, now ex- 
tended to December 31, 1955. 

Earnings from Greek exports and 
invisibles from January 11 to Decem- 
ber 31, 1954, totaled $935,236, accord- 
ing to the Bank of Greece, and total 
payments for these items amounted to 
$250,296. Thus there was a surplus of 
$684,940 in Greece’s favor, but a deficit 
of $288,563, incurred in the period 
prior to January 11, 1954, and carried 
over into the 1954 period, reduced the 
credit balance in Greece’s favor as of 
December 31, 1954, to $396,377. 


The credit margin provided in the 
former agreement, expired on Decem- 


ber 31, 1954, was $400,000—Emb. 
Athens. 


was published in the Rio de Janeiro 
press of February 5.—Rio de Janeiro. 
Establishment of Petrobras was an- 
nounced in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
November 16, 1953, page 27. 


W. Germany Considers 


Suspension of Duties 


The Federal German Parliament 
has before it several proposals for 
suspension of customs tariffs. Under 
consideration are temporary suspen- 
sion of duties on steam-turbine shafts, 
rotors and free-form forgings, ferro- 
nickel, isopropyl alcohol, and acetone. 

Steam-turbine shafts and rotors 
without windings for electrical gen- 
erators, and free-form forgings for 
steam turbines and rotors for electri- 
cal generators weighing more than 30 
metric tons are not yet produced in 
the Federal Republic, and importation 
is essential to the German electro- 
technical industry. Domestic produc- 
tion of these items is not expected to 
begin until 1956, and it is proposed 
to suspend until the end~of 1955 the 
duties of 15 percent on free-form forg- 
ings and 10 percent on steam-tur- 
bine rotors and shafts. 

Because of the current short supply 
of nickel the German fine steel indus- 
try has come to rely upon ferronickel 
in its production of nickel steel. Raw 
nickel and nickel scrap are imported 
duty free, but ferronickel is subject to 
a duty of 8 percent. Inasmuch as the 
world market price for ferronickel, 
which is not produced in the Federal 
Republic, is higher than that for raw 
nickel, and the German fine steel in- 
dustry suffers from the additional. 


‘burden of this duty, suspension of the 


duty on ferronickel is proposed. 


The German customs tariffs on iso- 
propyl alcohol for conversion into 
acetone for the production of Plexi- 
glas and Plexigum and on acetone 
itself were set aside through the end 
of 1953. This exemption was extended 
from May 25, 1954, through the end of 
that year in anticipation of sufficient 
domestic production of these items by 
the beginning of 1955. Now that this 
possibility has disappeared, continua- 
tion of suspension of the duties of 
25-percent on isopropyl alcohol and 35 
percent on acetone through July 1, 
1956, is proposed. 


World production of animal fats in 
1954 is estimated at 10,320,000 tons, 
according to a preliminary report of 
the Foreign Agricultural Service. . 

This is only slightly above the 1953 
output, but represents increases. of 
14 and 27 percent, respectively, from 
prewar and 1945-49 averages. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Japan Changes Tariff 
Status of Machinery 


Various items have been deleted 
from the list of machinery exempt 
from Japanese customs duties and a 
duty of 15 percent automatically re- 
imposed thereon; two items have been 
added to the list; and the tariff ter- 
minology of other items eligible for 
duty-free treatment has been revised. 

Also, items removed from the duty- 
free machinery list by notification No. 
1267 of July 31, 1954, were to continue 
free of duties until January 31, 1955. 

These changes in the Japanese duty- 
free list of machinery were put into 
effect by Ministry of Finance notifica- 
tion No. 2196, on January 1 of this 
year. 

Items taken from the list and there- 
fore again subject to the 15-percent 
ad valorem import duty and their 
tariff designations as specified in noti- 
fication No. 1267 are the following: 


Section 1, Group II, Milling machines, Ar- 
ticle No 2—Automatic milling machines 
capable of up cutting and down cutting, or 
of the multihead type, both capable of smooth- 
ing flat with deviations of 10 micron or less 
per meter. 

Section 2, Group VI, Oxygen cutting ma- 
chines, Article No. 2—Flamer planer capable 
of effecting parallel cuts along the opposite 
sides of a steél plate 30 mm. or more thick 
and 3 m. or more wide and of regulating auto- 
matically the cutting speed with the aid of a 
device employing electron tubes. 

Section 2, Group IX, Automatic die-casting 
machines, Article No. 1—Automatic die-casting 
machine performing automatically the oper- 
ations of die setting, charging of metal, and 
discharging of the work. 

Section 2, Group XV, Molding-sand treat- 
ing machines, Article No. 2—Speed muller 
equipped with rubber-tired mulling wheels 
and capable of mulling 5 or more tons of sand 
an hour. 

Section 6, Group I, Continuous centrifugal 
separators, Article No. 2—Horizontal centri- 
fuge in which the cylindrical surface of the 
drum, of 45 meters or more per second in 
peripheral speed, is the filter drum, and per- 
forming automatically the operations of feed- 
ing, dehydrating, and taking up. 


Additions to the list of items eligibles 
for duty-free treatment under the 
new regulation are the following: 


Section 1, Group V, Gear cutting and finish- 
ing machines, Article 6—Flat spur gear cut- 
ting machines capable of cutting the whole 
form of a gear at one time by means of a 
multitool disc, to which is attached a formed 
cutter. 

Section 2, Group XVI, Self-tightening ap- 
paratus, Article No. 1—Self-tightening appara- 
tus—only those possessing a two-stage spur 
high-pressure generating device and pressure 
gage. 


The following items are amended to 
read: 


Section 2, Group VII, Heating and melting 
devices, Article No. 1—Vacuum heating ap- 
Pparatus capable of heating any metallic charge 
in a vacuum better than 10-3 mm. hg. and 
either capable of heating the charge up to 
1,800° C. or over or having a charge receptacle 
8,000 cm.* or over in capacity and exhaust 
pipes attached thereto. 

Section 4, Group IV, Instrument and appara- 
tus for use in spectrum analysis, Article No. 
1—Quantometer capable of conducting auto- 
matic quantitative analysis of two or more 
Gifferent elements contained in the object, 
which is used as an electrode, discharging an 
are or flashes and possessing a device for 
automatic recording or indicating a grating 
spectrometer and photoelectric cells. 

Section 4, Group IV, Instrument and ap- 
paratus for use in spectrum analysis, Article 


No. 2—Spectrophotometer capable of record- 
ing automatically the value of a spectral ray 
which is of any wavelength in the wave- 
length zone of infrared rays penetrated 
through the object as a curve. 


Section 6, Group II, Ultrasuperpulverizer, Ar- 
ticle No. 1—Ultrasuperpulverizers—only those 
falling under one of the following specifica- 
tions: Centrifugal roll mill capable of sepa- 
rating the pulverized matter by blowing air; 
rotary swing hammer capable of pulverizing 
an object by beating and possessing a rotary 
speed of 6,000 or more r. p. m.; and steam jet 
pulverizer having more than eight nozzles at 
the circumference of the crushing chamber, 
whose shape is flat and round and capable of 
pulverizing an object by friction of grains 
being driven by steam jet at 10 atm. or over. 


Section 6, Group III, Speed line mill, Article 
No. 1—Speed line mill equipped with a set of 
two carborundum grindstones placed one on 
the other, the lower one making 2,800 or more 
revolutions per minute. 


Import Under U. S. Aid 
Arranged in Pakistan 


\ Goods to be imported into Pakistan 

under the American-aid program will 
not require remittance of foreign 
exchange from Pakistan, according to 
a notice of February 4 issued by the 
Government of Pakistan announcing 
the procedure under which Pakistan 
importers may procure goods under 
that program. 

Importers will be required to pay for 
such goods in rupees to be deposited 
in special accounts in the State Bank 
of Pakistan. 

Special import permits will be 
granted for import of the goods. No 
special or separate applications need 
be filed by importers, however, because 
permits will be issued on the basis 
of information already available to 
the licensing authorities and against 
applications already received under 
the regular import plan. 

Commodities that may be imported 
under American-aid program are the 
following: Iron and steel, nonferrous 
metals, chemicals, drugs and medi- 
cines, dyes, radio parts, refrigerator 
parts, machinery parts, lubricating 
oils and greases, petroleum products, 
cottonseed oil, linseed oil, raw cotton, 
raw wool, wool tops and shoddy, cot- 
ton twist and yarn, cotton thread, 
cotton fabrics, raw tobacco, airplanes 
and parts, motortrucks, Jeeps, motor 
vehicle parts, and tallow. 


All transactions must be made in 
accordance with U. S. Foreign Opera- 
tions Administration Regulation No. 1, 
copies of which are available with- 
out cost from the Office of Public 
Reports, Foreign Operations Adminis- 
tration, Washington 25, D. C. 


Information on Pakistan’s regular 
import policy for the first half of 
1955 is summarized in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, January 17, 1955, page 
11. 


The Northern Hemisphere grape- 
fruit crop for 1954-55 is forecast at 
49.2 million boxes, about 8 percent be- 
low last year, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 





Canada Wool Industry 


Faces Difficulties 


The Canadian tariff on British 
woven wool fabrics, bound under 
GATT, is not by itself the cause of 
the serious difficulty now faced 
Canada’s wool and worsted ind " 
according to findings of Tariff Board 
tabled in the House of Commons on 
February 8. 

Instead the board concludes that 
the domestic industry has been hit 
by the growth in demand for syn. 
thetics, high unit production costs, 
inventory losses owing to general 
market shrinkage because of the 
1950-51 rise in wool prices, and inroads 
made into the consumer’s dollar by 
purchases of products other than 
clothes and personal furnishings. 

In the board’s view, the overall 
decline in the demand for wool cloth 
from a peak of 47.5 million yards in 
1949 to 31 million yards in 1954 is the 
main cause of the industry’s trouble, 
During the same period Canadian 
production went down from 20 mil- 
lion yards to 18.5 million yards. The 
demand for’ heavy wool cloth, such ag 
mackinaw, practically disappeared 
because of the growing use of syn- 
thetic cloth. Plants making wool cloth 
for automobile upholstery, for ex- 
ample, had to close because of the 
trend to synthetics unless they could 
switch to other lines. 


The 20,000-word study of the Tariff 
Board was undertaken as a result af 
complaints by the domestic wool in- 
dustry that imports from the United 
Kingdom of “woven fabrics comppsed 
wholly or in part of yarns of wool or 
hair, n. o. p.,” under Canadian tariff 
item No. 554b has placed the domestie 


(Continued on Page 23) 





Kuwait To Publish 
Weekly Journal 


Publication of an _ official 
weekly journal in Kuwait, the 
first issue of which was sched- 
uled to appear on December 11, 
1954, has been announced by the 
High Executive Committee of 
Kuwait. 

The publication, to be entitled 
“Kuwait Today,” is intended to 
include all Government an- 
nouncements, decisions, adver- 
tisements, invitations for tend- 
ers, and other types of public 
information. The paper will be 
published in Arabic. 

Yearly subscriptions to this 
official newspaper will cost 10 
Indian rupees (US$2), and single 
copies will sell for 4 annas (ap- 
proximately 5 U.S. cents). 
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- West German N 
LEGISLATIVE IWEWS 


Recent legislative developments in 
the Federal Revublic of Germany of 
interest to traders and potential in- 
yestors are summarized as follows: 


Legislation Passed 

Ratification of the European Con- 
yention on Formalities Required for 
Patent Applications, December 11, 
1953, passed December 10, 1954.—Pro- 
yides for simnlification and unification 
of the formal requirements for patent 
applications in signatory States. Other 
parties to the convention are Belgium, 
Denmark. France, Greece, Iceland, Ire- 
jand, Italy, Luxembourg, the Nether- 
lands, Norwav. the Saar, Sweden, Tur- 
key, and the United Kin¢dom. 

Government Guarantees for the 
Promotion of the German Economy, 
December 6, 1954—The amount the 
Federal Government is authorized to 
guarantee for promotion of the Ger- 
man economy is increased from 800 
million German marks (US$190.4 mil- 
lion) to 1.459 million marks (US$345 
million) to be distributed principally 
as follows: 200 million for the sector 
of the economy which suffered dam- 
ages by dismantling, 150 million each 
for the iron and steel, and mining 
industries, 100 million for develop- 
ment of the waterway system and pro- 
duction of electric power, and 500 mil- 
lion for reconstruction projects. Up to 
100 million may be used for securing 
claims in foreign currencies. 

Assumption of Guarantees on Ex- 
ports, November 24, 1954.—The amount 
for which the Federal Government 
may become liable to the Hermes 
Kreditversicherungs-Aktiengesell- 
schaft, Hamburg, on guarantees of 
insurance taken out by German ex- 
porters with Hermes is increased from 
4000 million (US$952 million) to 5,000 
ang German marks (US$1,190 mil- 

on). 

Amendment to Federal Investment 
Aid Law of January 7, 1952, passed 
December 19, 1954.—Tax privileges for 
the coal and iron ore mining, steel, 
and power and water supply industries 
have been extended for an additional 
year. These basic industries may 
claim special depreciation allowances. 


Legislation Pending 


Marketing of Fish and Fish Prod- 
ucts—Would authorize the Federal 
Minister for Food and Agriculture to 
determine annually the quantity of 
fish available from domestic sources 
and the quantity to be imported. 

Regulation of the Fruit and Vege- 
table Market.—Would provide for the 
designation of “closed” cultivation 
areas for fruit and vegetables. Prod- 
ucts grown in these areas could then 
be sold only through Government- 
authorized sales establishments. The 


March 7, 1955 


Federal Minister for Food and Agricul- 
ture would establish minimum prices 
and establish an agency to observe 
the fruit and vegetable market and 
report to the Government on condi- 
tions. 

Assumption of Guarantees for the 
Promotion of the German Economy 
(see also “Legislation Passed”) .— 
Would authorize the Federal Govern- 
ment .to assume guarantees up to 
1,750 million German marks (US$416.5 
million)—300 million marks 
(US$71.4 million) more than provided 
in the law just enacted—and proposes 
expenditures of 300 million. marks 
for promotion of the “middle-cless 
economy,” or handicrafts, trades, agri- 
culture, fishing industry, and tourist 
traffic. 

Safeguard of National Food Supply 
and Improvement of Agricultural 
Productivity.—These are “parity laws” 
which would bring about either price 
parity or cost parity between agricul- 
ture and industry for the purpose of 
safeguarding agricultural productivity 
and product value. 

Assuring the Fulfillment of Inter- 
national Obligations in the Field of 
Trade and Industry—Would renew 
the authorization expired on Septem- 
ber 30, 1954, for the Federal Govern- 
ment to issue decrees affecting pro- 
duction, processing, storage, delivery, 
purchase, transportation, and con- 
struction, to assure fulfillment of in- 
ternational obligations of the Federal 
Republic. 

Law Against Restraints of Competi- 
tion, “Anti-Cartel Law,” sponsored by 
the Minister of Economics.—Would 
void agreements made by enterprises 
to influence production or market 
conditions by restraints of competi- 
tion; establish a cartel authority with 
powers to restrain such activities; and 
provide for criminal penalties. 
Limited agreements in restraint of 
competition in economic emergencies 
might be permitted. Generally 
exempted would be Government- 
owned enterprises and certain agree- 
ments among businesses in the fields 
of shipping, transport, and marketing 
of agricultural commodities. 

Ratification of the International 
Convention to Facilitate the Importa- 
tion of Commercial Samples and Ad- 
vertising Material—Signatory States 
have adopted uniform regulations on 
importation of commercial samples 
and advertising material for promo- 
tion of international trade. In gen- 
eral, exemption from import duties 
and temporary waiver of import pro- 
hibitions and restrictions are provided 
for such materials—HICOG, Bonn. 


Philippine copra exports during Jan- 
uary 1955 totaled 59,783 long tons, an 
increase of 7 percent from the pre- 
vious month, and 19 percent from Jan- 
uary 1954, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 


FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Arab League Offers 
Wider Duty Benefits 


The Economic Council of the Arab 
League, at its December meeting in 
Cario, Egypt, approved amendments to 
the League’s agreement‘on trade mat- 
ters providing for inclusion of addi- 
tions to the list of industrial products 
manufactured in member countries 
which are afforded a 25-percent re- 
duction in import duties in inter- 
League trade. 

A new list of commodities, encom- 
passing manufactured food products 
and selected industrial items, to be 
permitted a 50-percent reduction in 
import duties was also approved. 

These amendments are to become 
binding upon all Arab League coun- 
tries—Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Libya, Saudi Arabia, Syria, and 
Yemen, when ratified by three of the 
member countries. Thus far only Jor- 
dan has ratified the amendments. 

Detailed information on items in- 
cluded in the lists may be obtained 
from the Near Eastern and African 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

Information on the Arab League 
trade and payments agreements is 
contained in an article, “Iraq Ratifies 
Arab League Pact,” Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, January 24; 1955, page 9. 


Brazil Increases Exchange 
Premiums for Oil Imports 


Brazilian exchange premiums pay- 
able for imports of petroleum and pe- 
troleum products, assessed in addition 
to the official selling rate of 18.82 cru- 
zeiros to the dollar or its equivalent 
in other currencies, have been in- 
creased. 


The new premiums became effec- 
tive upon the sale of $101 million in 
exchange certificates to petroleum im- 
porting companies on February 3. Ex- 
change available for petroleum im- 
ports is allocated semiannually by the 
National Petroleum Council. 


Premiums now payable are as fol- 
lows: Diesel oil, fuel oil, gas oil, and 
liquified gases, 15 cruzeiros to the dol- 
lar or its equivalent; aviation gasoline, 
25 cruzeiros; kerosene, signal oil, crude 
petroleum, and lubricating oil, 35 cru- 
zeiros; ordinary gasoline, 70 cruzeiros; 
and premium gasoline, 150 cruzeiros. 


The new list of premiums, as ap- 
proved by the Exchange Department 
of the Bank of Brazil and announced 
in the Rio de Janeiro press of Febru- 
ary 2, supersedes the rates that had 
been scheduled to become effective De- 
cember 31, 1954 (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Nov. 1, 1954, p. 10).—Correio 
da Manha, Rio de Janeiro. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS. 








CHILE 


Enters Powdered Milk Duty Free 


Chile is to permit duty-free entry in 
1955 of 1,000 metric tons of powdered 
milk for conversion into liquid milk by 
Chilean pasteurizing plants, by Minis- 
try of Finance decree No. 11774 dated 
and effective January 25. 

Of these 1,000-metric tons, 30 per- 
cent must be destined to the northern 
zone, including the Province of Co- 
quimbo.—Emb., Santiago. 


CUBA 


Changes Cement Inspection Fee 


The Cuban fee for inspection of 
cement has been changed to $0.25 a 
bag of 42.5 kilograms, by law-decree 
No. 1964, published on January 27. 


Cuban requirements for inspection 
of building materials were reported in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, December 
20, 1954, page 21. 








Raises Duty on Some Tires 


Cuba has increased its duty on 
tubeless tires and nylon fabric tires 
and changed the duty on solid tires 
from an ad valorem to a specific basis. 


These changes were accomplished 
by rewriting tariff subitem No. 314-A 
to read: 

Solid tires and special hollow tires whatever 
their weight per unit, said special tires to be 
understood to comprise those which do not 
require tubes and those of fabric other than 
cotton and rayon, per kilogram, for the United 
States, $0.60: for most-favored-nations, $0.80; 
minimum general, $0.80; and maximum gen- 
eral, $1.60. 

Consular and commercial invoices 
covering shipments of tires to Cuba 
must state whether the tires are con- 
ventional or tubeless and must also 
describe the textile material used in 
the fabric. 


Formerly subitem No. 314-A in- 
cluded only solid tires and the duty 
rate was 12 percent ad valorem for 
the United States; tubeless and nylon 
fabric tires were dutiable under sub- 
item No. 314-B at $0.25 per kilogram 
for the United States, or under sub- 
item No. 314-C at $0.35 per kilogram 
for the United States, the classifica- 
— depending on the weight of the 
tire. 

The changes were put into force 
by law-decree No. 1953, which became 
effective on February 6—Emb., Ha- 
vana. 


EGYPT 


Authorizes Larger Bank Capital 


Egypt’s Bank Misr has been author- 
ized to increase its capital to E£2 mil- 
lion from the present figure of Ef1l 
million, by law No. 713 of 1954.—Emb., 
Cairo. 





GUATEMALA 





Changes Tax-Collection Time 


The progressive Guatemalan tax on 
all income derived from invested cap- 
ital now is to be paid semiannually on 
income of the previous half year, by 


decree No. 174 of December 30, 1954, 
effective January 1, 1955. 

This tax has been levied since 1944 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Dec. 13, 
1947, p. 14, and May 18, 1953, p. 10), 
and until this change in payment re- 
quirements always had been collected 
in advance on an annual basis. 

The tax rates remain unchanged 
under the new regulation. The Gua- 
temalan Government estimates that 
from this one tax alone it receives 
about $300,000 annually —Emb., Gua- 
temala. 


INDIA 


Releases Export Quotas 


An additional quota of peanut oil 
has been released for export from 
India, as announced by the Govern- 
ment in February. 


Individual shippers will be granted 
additional licenses equal to 10 percent 
of the value of peanut oil shipped by 
them in any one of the fiscal years 
between April 1, 1948, and March 31, 
1952. 

Additional export quotas for Indian 
cotton, totaling 75,000 bales, also were 
announced in February. These quotas 
consist of 50,000 bales of short-staple 
cotton up to 11/16 inch but not to ex- 
ceed 25,000 bales of Bengal cotton; 
and 25,000 bales of old-crop cotton 
up to % inch long. 


Raises Duty on Spark Plugs 


The Indian import duty on 14 mm. 
and 18 mm. spark plugs for motorcars, 
including resistor types but excluding 
integrally screened types, has been in- 
creased to 95% percent ad valorem. 

The former rate was 31% percent. 


The higher rate of duty does not 
apply to spark plugs for motorcycles 
or motorscooters. 


LEBANON 
Raises Duties on Optical Goods 


Lebanese customs duties on optical 
glasses, apparatus, and instruments 
were increased on January 18 by two- 
thirds. 


Items affected and their ad valorem 
duties, with former rates shown in 
parentheses, are as follows: 

No. 911, Mounted lenses and prisms for op- 
tical instruments, as well as magnifying 


glasses and mounted optical mirrors, 25 per- 
cent (15 percent). 


No. 912, Telescopes, binoculars, and field- 





glasses, and their fittings, 25 percent (15 per- 
cent). 

No. 915, Optical apparatus and instruments 
n.e.s. and their fittings, 15 percent (25 per- 
cent). 

This action was not taken to protect 
domestic industry, as no such products 
are manufactured in Lebanon, but to 
bring the duties into line with those 
assessed on optical glasses, spectacles, 
and eyeglasses. 


MEXICO 


Puts Tires Under Import Control 


Rubber tires covered by the follow- 
ing classifications of the Mexican im- 
port tariff have been placed under 
import control, exercised by the Min- 
istry of Economy, effective Janu- 
ary 27: 

9.56.32, Pneumatic rubber tires each weigh- 
ing up to 10 kilograms net, not specified. 


9.56.33, Pneumatic rubber tires each weigh- 
ing over 10 kilograms net, not specified. 

9.56.34, Solid rubber tires, even when per- 
forated, not specified. 


—Diario Oficial, January 27, 1955. 


Levies Duties in Free Zones 


Water-base paints have been added 
to the list of items subject to import 
duties in the Mexican free zone of 
Baja California and partial free zone 
of the State of Sonora and the status 
of other paint products previously de- 
clared dutiable has been clarified, 
effective January 13. 

Cooked, fresh, or refrigerated lob- 
sters are added to the list of items sub- 
ject to duties upon export from these 
free zone areas, effective January 24. | 

The placing of paint products in this 
list of dutiable imports was effected by 
a Ministry of Finance Circular pub- 
lished in the Diario Oficial of January 
13, which specifically added to the 
list, “Paints prepared with water-base 
dissolvents,” and changed the de- 
scription of dutiable paint products to 
read: “Enamels, paints, and varnishes 
included in classifications Nos. 6.61.21, 
6.61.28, and 6.61.29 prepared with a 
base of oils, alcohols, or ethers, for in- 
terior or exterior use on buildings and 
dwellings.” Exempted from duties are 
paints for automobiles, copper paints, 
anticorrosive paints for industrial use, 
lacquers, phosphorescent paints, fire- 
proof paints, enamels for motors, 
bronze and gold enamels, anticorro- 
sive enamels, bar top varnish, and 
gilsonite paints.” 

Formerly the description of dutiable 
paints read: “Enamels, paints, and 
varnishes covered by classifications 
Nos. 6.61.21, 6.61.28, and 6.61.29, except 
those for automobiles, copper paints, 
anticorrosive paints for industrial use, 
and lacquers with a base of oils, al- 
cohols, or ethers, for interior or ex- 
terior use on buildings and dwellings.” 

Previous announcements of items 
dutiable in Mexican free zone areas 
appeared in Foreign Commerce Week- 
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ly, October 25, 1954, page 10, and May 
94, 1954, page 12.—Diario Oficial, Jan- 
uary 13 and 24, 1955. 


PANAMA 


Bans Import of Frozen Eggs + 


Import into Panama of products 
with an egg base for use in prepara- 
tion of bakery products, such as liquid 
frozen eggs, is prohibited, effective 
February 1. 

This action, taken to protect the 
domestic egg industry, was put into 
effect by Office of Price Control reso- 
jution No. 26 of February 1. Its action 
supplements that agency’s resolution 
No. 159 of October 16, 1953, which pro- 
hibited import of eggs, effective No- 


yember 1, 1953 (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Nov. 9, 1953, p. 9).—Emb., 
Panama. 

PORTUGAL 





Sets Soil Conservation Rules 


The Portuguese Government has es- 
tablished measures to be followed 
for protection of the soil and wild- 
life in its oversea Provinces. 

The new regulations, established by 
decree No. 40,040, published January 
20, create in each oversea Province 
a Council for the Protection of Na- 
ture to be presided over by the Gov- 
ernor of the Province. The council is 
entrusted with the orientation and 
coordination of measures for the pro- 
tection of soil, flora, fauna, and na- 
tional monuments. 


New Regulations . . 


(Continued from Page 7) 
permission of the Ministry of Finance, 
to be obtained in advance. 

Applications to this effect shall be 
addressed to the Ministry of Finance. 


IV. Transfer outside Turkey of blocked 
funds: 


Turkish liras paid into the “Blocked 
funds resulting from commercial ac- 
tivities” account may be transferred by 
exporting the commodities indicated 
in schedule 1 attached herewith, and 
Turkish liras paid into the “Block non- 
commercial funds account” by export- 
ing the commodities indicated in 
schedule 2 attached herewith. These 
commodities may be exported to any 
country. 

With regard to applications for de- 
blockage of this kind, permission must 
be obtained within the zone of com- 
petence of the Directions of Foreign 
Exchange of the Capital (Ankara), 
Istanbul, Izmir, and Icel, from the Di- 
rections which have _ previously 
granted the permit of blockage: 

Those outside the zone of com- 
petence of the said Directions shall 
apply to the Ministry of Finance for 
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eperations indicated in this commu- 
nique. 

The provisions of this article also 
apply to the “deblockage” of all 
blocked funds held by the Central 
Bank of the Turkish Republic on date 
of publication of this communique. 


Schedule 1: 


Ham, salami, sausage, and other meat prep- 
arations; pastourma (Turkish ham); soudjouk 
(Turkish salami); boar meat. 

Low-grade figs; dry apricots; prunes; dry 
apples; dry pears; dry quinces; dry black- 
berries; dry mulberries; pumpkin seed; carobs; 
bitter almonds; fruit stones and pips; chest- 
nuts; bulama and pekmez (condensed grape 
jam); pine nuts. 

Fresh fruit; all fruit preserves; fruit paste, 
pulp, sausage, and juice. 

Presh vegetables; dry and salted vegetables, 
including garlic, onion, and potatoes; vegetable 
pulp and juice, tomato paste and sauce; pre- 
served vegetables; canned vegetable dishes for 
export made in containers manufactured out 
of ordinary tinplate, whether imported or not 
under the regime of temporary admission, 
provided the price of the container and the 
Olive oil it contains is paid in a currency to 


be designated by the Ministry of Economy and 
Commerce. 


Hemp seed. 
Mercury; meerschaum and goods made there- 


of; emery; goods made of kirsehir stone and 
chalcedony. 


Chinaware. 

Sponges; fish, fresh, in brine, and smoked; 
aquatic turtles; preserved fish for export in 
containers, manufactured out of ordinary tin- 
plate, whether imported or not under the re- 
gime of temporary admission, provided the 
price of the container and the olive oil it 
contains is paid in a currency to be desig- 
nated by the Ministry of Ecorfmy and Com- 
merce; caviar, red, black, and tarama; dried 
salted fish, including mackerel (tchiroz); lob- 
sters, mussels, shrimps, and other aquatic 
animals; 

Raki; vodka; cognac; gin; wines; 
pure alcohol; cigarettes. 

Carpets rugs; kilims; shawls; veils; home- 
made blouses. 

Mustard seed; saponaria; lime flowers; 
cumin; olibanum; olives for the table; goods 
made of straw and wicker; homemade ma- 
chines; homemade automobile springs; putfe- 
fied mica; attar of roses; mineral water; gum 
tragacanth; musical instruments and parts 
thereof with the exception of cymbals; all 
kinds of beverages; silk worm cocooms, raw 
silk, groundnuts, mohair; frozen liquid eggs, 
provided they are actually exported up to the 
end of June 1955. 

Sahlep; mahlep; sumac; alizarin; asphodel; 
valonia; extract of valonia tinctorial roots. 
Schedule 2: 


Ham, salami, sausage and other meat prep- 
arations; pastourma (Turkish ham); soudjouk 
(Turkish salami); boar meat. 

Dry apricots; prunes; dry apples; dry pears; 
dry quinces; dry blackberries; dry mulberries; 
pumpkin seed; carobs; bitter almonds; fruit 
stones and pips; chestnuts; bulama and pek- 
mez (condensed grape jam); pine nuts. 

Fresh fruit; all fruit preserves, fruit paste, 
pulp, sausage, and juice. 

Fresh vegetables; dry and salted vegetables, 
including garlic, onion, and potato; vegetable 
pulp and juice, tomato paste and sauce; pre- 
served vegetables; canned vegetable dishes for 
export in containers manufactured cut of 
ordinary tinplate whether imported or not 
under the regime of temporary admission, 
provided the price of the container and the 
Olive oil it contains is paid in a currency to 
be designated by the Ministry of Economy 
and Commerce. 

Asphodel; tinctorial roots; 
sumac; alizarin. 

Hemp seed. 

Mercury; meerschaum and goods made there- 


of; emery; goods made of kirsehir stone and 
chalcedony. 


Chinaware. 

Sponges; fish, fresh, in brine, and smoked, 
aquatic turtles, preserved fish for export in 
containers manufactured out of ordinary tin- 
plate, whether imported or not under the 
regime of temporary admission, provided the 
price of the container and the olive oil it 
contains is paid in a currency to be desig- 
nated by the Ministry of Economy and Com- 
merce; dried salted fish, including mackerel 
(tchiroz); lobsters, mussels, shrimps, and 
other aquatic animals. 

Kilims; shawls; veils, homemade blouses. 

Mustard seed; saponaria; lime flowers; cum- 


liqueurs; 


sahlep; mahlep; 


FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


in; olibanum; olives for the table; goods 
made of straw and wicker ma- 
chines; homemade qusomsabite springs; putre- 
fied mica; atter of roses; mineral water; gum 
tragacanth; musical instruments and parts 
thereof with the exception of cymbals. 


The deblockage trade in Turkey now 
is handled largely by a few brokers in 
Istanbul and Izmir. Brokers buy up 
quantities of deblockage items and 
then bargain with airlines or other 
firms holding Turkish liras to be de- 
blocked. The bargaining over the price 
is in effect. an arbitrage of the rate of 
exchange at which foreign firms are 
to repatriate their Turkish lira earn- 
ings. Recent sales have been reckoned 
at TL5.20-5.25 to the U.S. dollar. (Of- 
ficial rate of exchange is TL2.80 to the 
dollar) —Cons. Gen., Istanbul. 


Mining Output. . . 

(Continued from Page 2) 
highway between January and No- 
vember 1954. 

The chairman of the Minerals, Ma- 
terials, and Fuels Subcommittee of 
the U. S. Senate Committee on Inte- 
rior and Insular Affairs, visited Bolivia 
in December for talks with President 
Paz Estenssoro and Government min- 
ing and petroleum officials. The Sen- 
ator’s remarks concerning the impor- 
tance of the U. S. program for the 
purchase of strategic and critical ma- 
terials within the Western Hemi- 
sphere received extensive and favor- 
able press coverage. He emphasized 
the necessity for encouraging the en- 
try of foreign private capital for de- 
velpoment purposes by creating a 
favorable investment climate. 

Private Investment Encouraged 


Since his return from the Rio de 
Janeiro Economic Conference, the Bo- 
livian Minister of Finance has stressed 
his country’s desire to encourage free 
enterprise and promote private in- 
vestment. He stated that Bolivia 
would be represented at the Inter- 
American Investment Conference in 
New Orleans, La. February 28- 
March 3. 

An American operator reportedly 
has purchased pipe to ‘run a 4-inch 
connecting line from his petroleum 
concession at Los Monos to a point 10 
miles distant on the Fg comms being 
built from Camiri to Yacuiba on the 
Argentine border. Construction of this 
branch line probably will enable him 
to market enough oil to pay current 
operational costs at Los Monos. 

Lloyd Aereo Boliviano, Ltd. (Bolivian 
Airlines) has been authorized to ac- 
quire three DC-4 aircraft and the 
necessary spare parts from a New 
York firm. 

The Bolivian state petroleum agency 
(YPFB) has nearly completed two 
new wells in the Camiri fields. In one 
of these wells, the deepest in Bolivia, 
YPFB has drilled over 2,000 meters 
below the surface and _ reportedly 
reached new oil sands. This well is ex- 
pected to be one of the largest pro- 
ducers developed.—Emb., La Paz. 











Development of International Travel— 
Its Expansion and Prospects 


It is generally agreed that national economic strength of member 
countries depends upon both an active economy internally and a high 


level of international trade. 


No nation can be economically: self-sufficient, and in order to pay 
for what they must buy, nations must be in a position to provide goods 


or services to other nations. 

One part of international trade 
which has not received the full official 
recognition it deserves is international 
travel. This invisible export is dis- 
tinguished by the comparative ease 
with which it may be encouraged and 
the volume of revenue it can produce 
with minimum economic dislocations. 

The significance of this phase of 
trade is seen from the revenue it rep- 
resents in international exchange. Ac- 





This paper, prepared in the U. S. 
Department of Commerce, has been 
submitted to the United Nations for 
circulation among all member govern- 
ments. On this and on other docu- 
ments which may be submitted by 
other governments and interested in- 
ternational organizations will be based 
the discussion at the 19th session of 
the United Nations Economic and So- 
cial Council scheduled to open at New 
York City, March 29. 

The purpose of the paper is to focus 
attention on the economic benefits to 
be derived from increased interna- 
tional travel. 





cording to the International Monetary 
Fund, travelers from the 41 countries 
covered by its reports, summarized in 
table I, spent an equivalent of $2.4 
billion in foreign countries in 1953. In 
addition, international airlines and 
steamship lines earned large revenues 
from international travel. 

The contribution of travel expendi- 
tures to international payments is evi- 
dent when it is realized that the 
amount of international exchange 
produced by foreign travel amounting 
to $2.4 billion is about the same as 
the international exchange produced 
by the world sales of coffee and is 
larger than the value of world trade 
in wheat. The value of this trade is 
apparent from the fact that payments 
to foreign countries and their carriers 
by residents of the United States 
amounted to approximately $1.2 bil- 
lion in 1954. 

Table 2 shows the growing foreign 
travel by U. S. residents in 1952, 1953, 
and the first half of 1954. This table 
does not include payments to carriers. 

It is agreed generally that only 
when at least the major currencies 
are freely convertible will nations at- 
tain the interchange of goods and 
services, which will permit each to 
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develop to the fullest extent its reser- 
voir of human and natural resources. 

While significant progress has been 
made recently toward convertibility 
and the removal of exchange restric- 
tions, economic problems still facing 
many countries have prevented the 
full achievement of this goal. Inter- 
national travel, by bringing dollar and 
other foreign exchange credits to the 
countries visited, will help bring them 
nearer to the day when they will be 
in a position to attain the converti- 
bility of their currencies which is so 
essential for a steadily rising volume 
of world trade and investment. 


Exchange Derived From Travel 
May Be Increased Greatly 


Nor is this significant contribution 
to international trade all that can be 
expected from travel. While $2.4 billion 
is a sizable part of the international 
flow of payments, travel experts in 
many countries conclude that this fig- 
ure may be increased substantially. A 
review of table I indicates that present 
travel patterns are largely confined to 
relatively limited geographic areas. As 
other countries find means to attract 
travelers, total world volume should 
expand. 


Other factors also support the fore- 
cast of increased travel. Thus, if the 
portion of the national income of the 
United States which was spent on for- 
eign travel in 1929 had been spent for 
foreign travel in 1954, the amount of 
these expenditures would have in- 
creased to approximately $2.5 billion 
instead of the current $1.2 billion. 

Additional factors pointing toward 
possible increases in travel include 
the speed with which modern trans- 
portation can carry travelers beyond 
their borders, so that travelers with 
only 2 or 3 weeks’ vacation now may 
make journeys into countries far be- 
yond their reach in earlier times; the 
fact that in many countries, increased 
leisure time is now available and 
there is a trend toward more paid 
vacations in many parts of the world; 
increased education in many coun- 
tries, which is opening new horizons 
to people who will soon become avail- 
able to the travel.market; and, as the 
international financial position of 
many countries continues to improve, 
probable further relaxation in ex- 
change restrictions, which in the past 


few years have acted as a deterrent 
to travel. 

The growth of revenues from traye] 
expenditures has been marked par. 
ticularly for several countries of the 
world, and continuance of this trend 
may be expected. The countries .of 
Western Europe increased their dollar 
earnings from American travelers 
from $225 million in 1950 to over 
$330 million in 1954. If earnings from 
carriers are included, Western Europe 
may well earn over one-half billion 
dollars from U. S. tourists in 19565, 
Visitors to Nassau increased from 32,- 
000 in 1949 to more than 100,000 in 
1954. Similarly, travelers to Bermuda 
increased from 34,000 prior to the re- 
cent war to 104,000 in 1954. 

These figures illustrate the extensive 
development of this flow of trade in 
recent years and the constructive con- 
tribution travel can make to interna- 
tional exchange. The examples cited 
relate to a very limited part of the 
world. These areas are not unique, 
There are other areas of the world 
with equal attractions, and for these 
there is a potential growth in this 
aspect of international trade. 


President Stresses Dependence 
On High Activity, Trade Levels 


In the United States, the policy of 
the Government to encourage travel 
has been set forth by President Eisen- 
hower in a message to the Congress on 
foreign trade policy, January 10, 1955. 
He emphasized the dependence of eco- 
nomic strength upon high levels of 
economic activity internally and high 
levels of international trade. 

“Those high levels of trade,” he said, 
“can be promoted by the specific meas- 
ures with respect to trade barriers 
recommended in this message, by the 
greater flow of capital among nations 
of the free world, by convertibility of 
currencies, by an expanded inter- 
change of technical counsel and by an 
increase in international travel.” 


The President further stated: “The 
United States remains committed to 
the objective of freedom of travel 
throughout the world. Encouragement 
given to travel abroad is extremely im- 
portant both for its cultural and social 
importance in the free world and for 
its economic benefits. Travel abroad 
by Americans provides an important 
source of dollars for many countries. 
The Executive Branch shall continue 
to look for ways of facilitating inter- 
national travel and shall continue to 
cooperate with private travel agen- 
cies.” 

Consistent with the U. S. policy to 
foster this travel was the enactment 
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of the Mutual Security Act of 1954, 
which in section 416 directs the Presi- 
dent to facilitate and encourage the 


Table 2.-Estimated Numbers and Expenditures of U. S. Residents 
Traveling in Foreign Countries, 1952-53 and First Half of 19541 
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Milan Fair Offers U. S. Exhibitors 
New Sales Opportunities 


According to an old saying, business is where you find it. 


At the 


Milan Samples Fair in Italy, last year, import applications reportedly 
reached a record high of $4.2 million. 

The Milan Samples Fair, one of the largest European fairs, will be 
held this year April 12-25. Two additional days—April 26 and 27—will 


be provided to allow customers un- 
interrupted time for transacting 
business. 

Exhibiting before some 4 million 
people last year, the Milan Fair has 
acted as host to an ever-increasing 
number of exhibitors, rising from 
9,173 in 1952 to 12,336 in 1954. The 
number of U. S. exhibitors expanded 
from 410 to 571 in the same period. 

Registered foreign buyers have 
more than doubled, increasing in 
number from 41,247 in 1951 to 84,213 
from 109 countries in 1954. 

This year, the United States will 
participate nationally for the first 
time along with more than 30 other 
nations, most of which have previ- 
ously exhibited nationally. Among 
nations participating last year were 
Algeria, Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, 
Canada, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, 
the Dominican Republic, France, West 
Germany, Great Britain, Mexico, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, and the 
Soviet Union. 

In addition to those participating 
officially with nationally sponsored 
exhibitions, the following countries 
were represented in the various trade 
sectors: Ceylon, Cuba, East Germany, 
Iceland, Israel, Japan, Liechtenstein, 
Luxembourg, Puerto Rico, the Saar, 
Hong Kong, Vietnam, the United 
States, and Yugoslavia. 


_Record Number of Exhibitors 
Participated in 1954 Fair 


The fair management reports that 
approximately 800,000 samples of in- 
dividual products were displayed in 
90 classified trade sectors. Among the 
classifications receiving particular em- 
phasis were farm implements, textiles, 
textile machinery, machine tools, in- 
dustrial chemicals, office machines and 
equipment, house furnishings, electri- 
cal supplies, sporting goods, and wines 
and liquors. 

Of the foreign buyers at the 1954 
fair, 80.6 percent were from European 
countries; 10.55 percent from the 
Americas, of which about 36 percent 
were from the United States; 437 
percent from Africa; 3.25 percent from 
Asia; and 0.96 percent from Oceania. 
Most of the European visitors’ came 
from the following countries, pre- 
sented in order of volume attendance: 
Switzerland, Germany, France, Aus- 
tria, Great Britain, Belgium, and 
Spain. 

Of the 12,336 exhibitors, the largest 
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number ever to participate in the 
Milan Fair, 3,585 represented foreign 
firms, surpassing by 42 the preceding 
year’s foreign exhibitors. 


Noncommercial Exhibit 
Features Modern Home 


A noncommercial exhibit featured 
last year was the widely publicized 
“House Without Frontiers.” The dis- 
play consisted of a modern home, 
completely furnished with products 
made by all the nations participating 
in the Organization for European 
Economic Cooperation (OEEC), as well 
as the United States. Divided into 
typical rooms, with encircling passages 


and a gallery to enable visitors to op- 
serve the display, it was literally a 
home without frontiers. 

Over a loud-speaker system, an an. 
nouncer described the furn 
and products shown, while a woman 
and child helped demonstrate the 
utility of these products. The overal] 
effect was informal, novel, and, ac- 
cording to reports, entirely successful, 
A pamphlet identified the country of 
origin s each item and the average 
numbeF of hours it took a worker in 
that country to buy it. 

Tourists and American businessmen 
who plan to be in or near Italy from 
April 12 to 27 should find it worth 
while to visit the Milan Samples Fair. 
Detailed information can be obtained 
from the Italian Embassy, 1601 Fuller 
Street NW, Washington, D. C., the 
Commercial Office of the Italian Con- 
sulate General, 551 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City, and other Italian 
Consulates in the United States. 
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another new report series . . . 


FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 


Forthcoming reports, to be issued in Part 5 of the 
WORLD TRADE INFORMATION SERVICE, will include 
. . « Country surveys of trade fair operations 

. . « lists of trade fairs 
. . . basic reference sources 


Subscription price: $6 a year (foreign $8). Single copy, 20 cents. Sold by 
U. S. Department of Commerce Field Offices and by the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 


Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for WORLD TRADE INFORMATION SERVICE, 
Part 5, Fairs and Exhibitions, at $6 a year ($8 to foreign addresses). 


Mail to the nearest U. S$. Department of Commerce Field Office, or to 
the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check or money order payable to the 


Zone State 
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Pakistan Manufacturer 


Seeks Technicians 


Rafhan Maize Products Co., Ltd., of 
pakistan, is seeking the services of an 
American chemist and a chemical en- 

eer, both with experience in the 
starch and glucose industry. 


The Pakistan firm is engaged in the 
manufacture of cornstarch, soap, oil- 
cakes, and cattle fodder. Capacity of 
its starch plant is 10 tons daily, with 
machinery for expansion to a maxi- 
mum of 20 tons daily to be installed 
in the near future. Machinery in use 
and that en route for expansion is 
of German origin. 

The firm, planning to expand fur- 
ther and ultimately increase produc- 
tion of starch to 40 tons daily and to 
include the manufacture of glucose, 
claims that U. S. technicians are 
needed for this operation as qualified 
personnel are not available in Paki- 
stan. 

Such questions as remuneration, 
duration of employment, housing, and 
remittance of earnings or savings are 
to be determined by mutual agreement 
between the Rafhan Maize Products 
Co. and interested applicants. It is 
suggested, however, that interested 
parties obtain assurance in writing 
from authorized sources in Pakistan 
that dollar exchange will be available 
for earnings either in full or in part 
and that a dollar transfer to the 
United States will be permitted. 


Further information concerning this 
inquiry may be obtained from Rafhan 
Maize Products Co., Ltd., Rakh Canal 
East Road (Behind Khalsa College), 
P. B. No. 62, Lyallpur, Pakistan. 


Government of Kuwait Plans 
To Reactivate Port Project 


The Government of Kuwait re- 
portedly is reactivating the Kuwait 
port project, and it is understood that 
specifications for all construction work 


at the port will be combined into one 
tender. 


New tender documents are expected 
to be issued in mid-June of this year, 
and contractors given 3 months in 
which to study the specifications and 
prepare their bids. 


The Development Board reportedly 
has not yet decided whether to main- 
tain intact the list of contractors 
declared by the consultants to be 
eligible to bid on the previous port 
tender early in 1954, or to consider 
registration of additional qualified 
firms. 

As additional information concern- 
ing this project is received, it will be 


reported in the Foreign Commerce 
Weekly. 


March 7, 1955 


NATO Plans Projects Worth Over — ‘ 
$13.6 Million in France, Turkey 


New projects in France and Turkey, estimated at more than $13.6 
million, have been opened to U. S. bidders under the international com- 
petitive bidding procedure of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), the Bureau of Foreign Commerce has reported. 

Several projects in France involve work at Chalon-Vatry airfield: 


Construction of 30,000 square meters 
of road and 5,000 square meters of sur- 
faced areas, at an estimated cost of 
$200,000. The work includes clearing, 
excavating, filling packed gravel base, 
tar-macadam surface, shoulder and 
ditch work, and is expected to be com- 
pleted in 6 months. Firms wanting to 
bid should apply before March 15 to 
Ministere des Forces Armees, Service 
de l’Infrastructure de l’Air, Bureau 
Terrains d’Operations, 26 boulevard 
Victor, Paris. The date for call for bids 
is to be announced later. 

Construction of water reservoir, at 
an estimated cost of $15,714 and con- 
struction of a warehouse, at an esti- 
mated cost of $128,571. Firms wanting 
to bid should apply before March 18 
to Walter Martin, U. S. Delegate to 
NATO, Hotel Talleyrand, Paris. 

Construction of a POL—petroleum 
and other lubricants—depot at an es- 
timated cost of $571,428. The work 
includes earthworks; supply and in- 
stallation of 4 steel and concrete stor- 
age tanks with capacities of 800 and 
400 cubic meters and 11 metal tanks 
with capacities of 95 and 38 cubic 
meters; electric pump, with capacities 
of 90 and 18 cubic meters per hour, 
and related connections; and supervi- 
sion of trial runs. Estimated construc- 
tion time is 8 months. 

Applications to bid must be made by 
March 12, Bidding opens March 19, 
and closes April 19. Bid applications 
should be addressed to Ministere des 
Forces Armees, Service de |’Infrastruc- 
ture de l’Air, 26 boulevard Victor, 
Paris. 

Other French projects include: 

Construction of a POL depot at 
Brienne-le-Chateau. Estimated cost 
not given. Details of work are as de- 
scribed for the Chalons-Vatry airfield. 
Applications to bid must be made by 
March 15 to Ministere des Forces 
Armees at the address just given. Bid- 
ding opens April 4, and closes May 4. 

Supply of 25,000 meters of 4-inch 
pipe, API 52, grade 13. Estimated 
cost, $100,000. Applications to bid 
must be made before noon, March 15, 
to Societe Trapil, 12 rue Jean Nicot, 
Paris 7. Specifications will be avail- 
able March 28, and bidding closes 
April 19. Delivery is required before 
July 15. 

Information to be submitted by ap- 
plicants to bid on the French projects 
includes: Name and address of the 





enterprise and summary information 
on its legal form; names and refer- 
ences of its president and chief direc- 
tor; statement of its financial re- 
sources and proof of financial 
stability; mumber and categories of 
personnel concerned in administra- 
tive or technical supervision, who may 
be made available for supervising the 
project on a part-time basis and on a 
full-time basis; details of important 
contracts recently concluded for proj- 
ects of the same type as that for 
which application is being made, to- 
gether with statement of the value of 
each of such projects; designation of 
governmental organizations and 
firms, for whose account or under the 
direction of whom important con- 
struction contracts have been carried 
out and from whom references may 
be obtained if necessary. 


Turkey Needs Pump Stations 


The project in Turkey, whose cost is 
roughly estimated at $12.6 million, 
calls for construction of about 25 
pump stations servicing about 1,600 
kilometers of 4-, 6-, and 8-inch pipe- 
line, installation of 4 submarine pipe- 
lines, and complete piping and build- 
ing work required at 14 tank farms. 
The work is to be done in 1955-56. 


The contract for building 46 tanks 
in 314 tank farms already has been 
awarded, and remaining tank farm 
work consists of all piping, electrical 
and civil construction to furnish 
farms complete with loading and un- 
loading facilities, manifolds, and 
pumping installations. Facilities in 
many instances are to supply nearby 
NATO airfields. 


Pump station engines and pumps 
are to be furnished by the Turkish 
Ministry of Public Works. Remaining 
work consists of all piping, electrical 
and civil construction work to finish 
stations, including such equipment as 
diesel generators, fuel and oil tanks, 
seat exchanges, filters, water separa- 
tors, fire walls, and workshops; and all 
is to be furnished by contractors. The 
work will be throughout Turkey, with 
some pump stations to be in moun- 
tainous areas. 


Firms wanting to bid on the Turkish 
project must complete a qualification 
form available from the Bureau of 
Airport Construction, Ministry of 


(Continued on Page 18) 
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Belgian Property 
Offered for Sale 


A Belgian firm, Joseph Fierens 
SPRL, is offering for sale to an Ameri- 
can automobile company or other in- 
terested American buyer property lo- 
cated in Antwerp. 

The property, occupying an overall 
area of 2,000 square meters, is 100 
meters long and 25 meters wide at the 
widest point. 

The following installations are on 
the property: Five large 2-story ware- 
houses, occupying 1,100 square meters, 
several centuries old and in bad condi- 
tion; one modern warehouse con- 
structed in 1952 at a cost of $12,000, 
occupying 450 square meters; 3 houses, 
more than 100 years old, rented on a 
short-term basis without lease, oc- 
cupying approximately 150 square 
meters; and one 2-story house—in- 
habited by the firm’s owner—and ad- 
joining offices, about 50 years old, oc- 
cupying 300 square meters. 

The firm believes that the property 
is particularly suitable for use by an 
automobile company because it is lo- 
cated in the port area close to the 
waterfront, within 5 blocks of the 
center of the town, and runs the com- 
plete width of a city block with out- 
lets on 2 streets. 

The owner states that the buyer 
would probably find it necessary to 
demolish the existing buildings with 
the exception of the new warehouse 
built in 1952, because of their age and 
poor condition, and construct new 
facilities. The firm’s asking price is 
$60,000 for the entire property, and 
it requests a 6-month period following 
the sale to liquidate its present af- 
fairs. 

A copy of a drawing showing the 





France, Korea, Taiwan Get 
Funds for U. S. Farm Surplus 


The Foreign Operations Adminis- 
tration has announced authorizations 
for France, Korea, and Taiwan (For- 
mosa) to finance procurement of $29,- 
110,000 worth of surplus agricultural 
commodities under provisions of sec- 
tion 402 of the Mutual Security Act 
of 1954. 

The $25-million authorization for 
France is to cover purchase of raw 
cotton. The authorizations of $3 mil- 
lion for Korea and of $1,110,000 for 
Taiwan (Formosa) are to finance pro- 
curement of bread grains. 

Section 402 provides that not less 
than $350 million of the funds author- 
ized for the mutual security program 
shall be used to finance the sale 
abroad of U. S. surplus agricultural 
commodities for foreign currencies. 

FOA authorizations issued under 
section 402 totaled $158,753,400 as of 
February 18. 


layout of the property is available on 
loan from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Inquiries are invited by Alphonse 
Deckers, Manager, Joseph Fierens 
SPRL, rue du Couvent 1, Antwerp, Bel- 
gium., 


Greece Needs Iron 
Sheets, Other Items 


The Greek Government is inviting 
bids for the following equipment and 
materials: 

eApproximately 2,500 iron sheets, 
including flat, chequered, galvanized, 
and corrugated, in various sizes. Bids 
will be accepted until March 28 by the 
Piraeus-Athens-Peloponnesus Railway 
(SPAP), 1 Carolou Street, Athens. 

e50,000 kilograms of red lead pig- 
ment and 15,000 kilograms of red iron 
oxide pigment. Bids will be accepted 
until March 22 by the Ministry of Fi- 
nance, State Procurement Service, 29 
Churchill Street, Athens. 

e50 metric tons of active ingredient 
of organophosphate insecticides, in- 
cluding 45 metric tons of parathion, 
diazinon, and chlorthion in emulsifi- 
able preparations and 5 metric tons in 
the form of wettable powder of the 
dustless type. Bids will be accepted 
until March 22 by the Agricultural 
Bank of Greece, 23 El. Vanizelos Street, 
Athens. 

eFire-fighting engines and equip- 
ment, to an estimated value of $350,- 
000. Bids will be accepted until March 
24 by the Ministry of Finance, State 
Procurement Service, 29 Churchill 
Street, Athens. 

Specifications are available for re- 
view on loan from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., or the 
Greek Foreign Trade Administration, 
729 15th Street NW., Washington, D. C. 
Requests should specify the item of 
interest. 


NATO Plans .. . 
(Continued from Page 17) 


Public Works, Kavaklidere, Ankara, 
and which must be returned to that 
agency by March 28. 

Copies of the resumes sent to the 
foreign government agencies named 
above should be sent to the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce; Washington 25, D. C., 
to permit prompt certification of in- 
terested firms. 

A brochure describing the NATO in- 
ternational bidding program may be 
obtained on request from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, or from 
any U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Office. 


New Zealand To Buy 
Telephone Equipment 


The New Zealand Post and Tele 
graph Department is inviting bids for 
supply of the following: 

eQuotation P. & T. 150/7703—giy 
single-channel carrier telephone SYs- 
tems for short-haul junction or gyp. 
scribers’ lines, consisting of open-wire 
or nonloaded cable pairs. Bidding 
period closes April 26. 

eQuotation P. & T. 150/7707—three 
frequency-shift exciter units for 
operation from 230-volt, single phage, 
50-cycle mains supply, frequency 
range 2-7 mc/s, to be employed on 
long-distance point-to-point services, 
Bidding period closes April 19. 

Specifications are available for re- 
view on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
the New Zealand Government Trade 
Commissioner, Dupont Circle Bldg., 
1346 Connecticut Avenue NW., Wash- 
ington 6, D. C. Requests should 
specify the item of interest. 

Bids should be sent direct to the 
Director-General, Stores Division, 
General Post Office, Wellington, C, 1 


, 
New Zealand. 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 








The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business 
connections in the United States. 
While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms. 

World Trade Directory reports on 
the listed firms are available to quall- 
fied U. S. firms from BFC'’s Commef- 
cial Intelligence Division, or through 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices (listed on p. 2), for $1 
each. However, the usual precautions 
should be taken; all transactions are 
subject to prevailing laws and regulae 
tions in this country and abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, phote- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avall- 
able in specific instances as indicated 
by symbol (*), on loan from the Com- 


mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau” 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 


ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages: 
France—Paul-Etienne Pere & Fils 
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(producer), Saint-Peray (Ardeche), 
wishes to export direct or through 
t fine wines, sparkling wines, and 
champagne, under the trade names of 
Chateauneuf du Pape, Cote Rotie, Her- 
Firm states it 
in stock 300,000 bottles of fine 
wines, 250,000 bottles of sparkling 
wines, and 900,000 bottles of cham- 
e. 
France—Etablissements Andre Baby 
& Cie. (grower, producer, wholesaler, 
rter), 85-95 avenue du Marechal- 
Foch, Libourne, Gironde, wishes to ex- 
direct or through agent(s) good 
to highest quality Bordeaux wines 
(red and white)—classified qualities: 
pomerol, Saint-Emilion, Fronsac, and 
others—in 75-centiliter glass bottles 
or in casks. ‘ 
Germany—Anton Riemerschmid 
(producer), 3 Praterinsel, Munich 22, 
Bavaria, wishes to export direct to 
importers on the east and west coasts 
—firm is already represented in Chi- 
cago—liqueurs and liquor specialties in 
hand-painted bottles and china jugs. 
Literature and price list available.* 
Spain—Bodegas Rioja Santiago S. A. 
(producer and exporter), P.O. Box 2, 
Haro, Logrono, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent red and white 
table wines, 5,000 cases of 12 bottles 
each, available for export each month. 


Chinaware: 

France—Julien Balleroy (artisan art 
ceramist, wholesaler, exporter), 44 bis 
me de Chateauroux, Limoges, Haute- 
Vienne, wishes to export direct very 
good quality and de luxe decorated 
chinaware, suchas table sets, coffee 
and tea sets, and related articles; also, 
art chinaware and ceramics, inlaid 
and hand-painted by artisan workers. 
Firm states it also will decorate arti- 
cles according to buyer’s orders. 


Clothing and Accessories: 

Denmark—Baby Need (Ellinor Han- 
gen) (manufacturer), 2 Hoje Skods- 
borgvej, Skodsborg, wishes to export 
direct to gift shops, etc., first-quality 
handmade babywear—shoes, gloves, 
and hats—made of suede and fur, 
approximately 1,000 pieces per month. 
Samples and price information avail- 
able.* 

Foodstuffs: 

Germany—Grosseinkaufsgesell- 
schaft Deutscher Konsumgenossen- 
Shaften mbH (packer and exporter), 





§2 Besenbinderhof, Hambiirg, wishes 
to export direct or through agent 
high-grade-quality frozen cod and 
Oean perch (redfish or rosefish) fil- 
lets, in 100-ton lots. 
Germany—Westalp Kaesewerk Her- 
Mann Schepers (manufacturer), Kuer- 
hacherstrasse, _ Kempten/ Allgaeu- 
Rothkreuz, wishes to export direct or 
through agent Emmentaler and Gru- 


| yere whole-milk cheese (45%, 50%, and 
60% fat. i.T.). 


Handicraft: 
British East Africa—Hussein G. 
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Jeraj (manufacturer, exporter), P. O. 
Box 511, Mombasa, Kenya, wishes to 
export direct African handmade carv- 


ings and curios. Photographs avail- 
able.* 


Household Goods: 


England—Latafoam, Ltd. (manu- 
facturer), Honeywell Mill, Hather- 
shaw, Oldham, wishes to export direct 
latex foam pillows, full size or for cots 
or baby carriages. Leaflet available.* 


Jewelry: 


Brazil—Irineu A. Levacov—‘“Meta- 
lurgica Sacy” (manufacturer and ex- 
porter), Rua dos Andradas 124, Rio 
de Janeiro, wishes to export direct 
or through agent high-grade costume 
jewelry made of anodized aluminum. 

France—Pierre Charles Silva (ex- 
porter, manufacturer’s agent), 30 rue 
Sainte-Elisabeth, Bordeaux, Gironde, 
wishes to export direct good-quality 
fancy jewelry and related novelties. 

Seeds: 

India—National Traders (whole- 
saler, commission merchant, exporter), 
P.O. Chandnichauk, Cuttack, 2 Orissa, 
wishes to export nux vomica seeds. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 

Timepieces: 

France—Pierre Charles Silva (ex- 
porter, manufacturer's agent), 30 rue 
Sainte-Elisabeth, Bordeaux, Gironde, 
wishes to export direct good-quality, 
medium-priced, alarm clocks—spring 
type, kitchen and others; smal] clocks 
—desk, traveling, folding; and time- 
recording and minute-counting clocks. 
Illustrated brochure available.* 





Roadbuilding Program 
Planned by Kuwait 


The Government of Kuwait 
has published information con- 
cerning road construction to be 
let to international tender in 
1955. For this construction, ap- 
proximately $3 million has been 
allocated in the Kuwait budget 
for 1955. 

Of the construction, which wil! 
amount to 117 kilometers of road 
with an area of 939,000 square 
meters of concrete-based asphalt 
surfacing, more than half will 
be devoted to a section of the 
Basra-Kuwait highway running 
between the Kuwait frontier post 
of Mutla’a to the Iraq frontier 
post of Safwan—about 50 miles 
of desert country. 

This stretch of road is expected 
to be given priority since it could 
be useful in connection with the 
Shatt Al-Arab pipeline project 
between Basra, Iraq, and Ku- 
wait. 
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EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Parts and Accessories: 
Panama—Agencia de Ventas y Serv- 
icios (importing distributor, commis- - 
sion merchant), P. O. Box 2139, Pan- 
ama, wishes to purchase direct and 


obtain agencies for automotive and 
transportation parts and accessories, 
Firm wishes to establish direct con- 
tact with manufacturers or a U. 8! 
purchasing agent to fill orders it re- 
ceives from local transportation, bus, 
trucking, and retail sources. Inter- 
ested firms should address correspond- 


ence to Mr. Josef Greenfield, c/o this 
firm. 


Basic Materials: 

Japan—M. Kobayashi & Co. (manu- 
facturer of electrical instruments, im-, 
porter, exporter), Honcho Building, 4- 
chome, Honcho, Nihonbashi, Chuo-ku, 
Tokyo, is interested in importing gall- 
stones as drug materials. 


Eggs: 

Venezuela—Walter C. Ramseyer 
(agent), Apartado 1002, Caracas, 
wishes to purchase direct shell eggs. 

Foodstuffs: 

Germany—Einkaufskontor des Ko- 
lonialwaren-Grosshandels GmbH (im- 
porter), 9 Kronprinzenstrasse, Essen- 
Ruhr, wishes to purchase direct all 


kinds of groceries, for its 280 affili- 
ated wholesale firms. 


Forest Products: 

Venezuela—Walter C. Ramseyer 
(agent), Apartado 1002, Caracas, 
wishes to purchase direct pitch pine 
wood for construction purposes. 


Machinery and Equipment: 


France—Entreprise Fumat & Cau- 
hape (general building and public 
works contractor), 238 avenue-Thiers, 
Bordeaux-Bastide, Gironde, wishes to 
purchase direct (potential) and obtain 
agency (preferred) for good-quality 
modern equipment, machinery, and 
materials for public works and general 
building contractors. The firm also is 
interested in concluding a working 
agreement and mutually profitable 
business arrangements with an Amer- 
ican firm in a position to furnish the 
French firm with adequate machinery 
and equipment. The French firm— 
which generally employs 50 to 100 
workers—seeks such an arrangement 
with a view to bidding on important 
contracts for the execution in France 
of engineering, embankment, earth- 
work, and related works. 


Metal Products: 


Venezuela—Walter C. Ramseyer 
(agent), Apartado 1002, Caracas, 
wishes to purchase direct stee] springs 
—spiral and other shapes—for mat- 
tresses. 

Orchids: 


Canada—Arena Advertising Co. (Mr, 
A. F. Penton, proprietor) (manufac- 
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turer’s agent, advertising), 28 Welling- 
ton St. W., Toronto, Ont., wishes to 
purchase direct moderately priced or- 
chids, 1,000 initial quantity. Firm 
states it is interested only in special 
purchases in connection with its ad- 
vertising business. Purchases would 
be c. o. d. 


Paint Materials (Raw): 

Denmark—LITFAGRA v/ Gudmund 
Isfeld (manufacturer of paints and 
varnishes), Torshavn, Faroe Islands, 
wishes to purchase direct and obtain 
agency for raw materials for the paint 
industry. 


Plant Equipment: 

India—Armstrong Smith, Ltd. (im- 
porter, commission merchant, agent), 
59 Chowringhee Road, Calcutta 20, 
wishes to purchase direct from U. S. 
manufacturer a glass tube drawing 
plant with a production capacity of 
approximately 1.5 tons of glass tubes 
per day. The glass tubes will be used 
for the manufacture of ampoules, vials, 
and other pharmaceutical containers. 


Uruguay—Comre Limitada (com- 
mission merchant), Presidente Ba- 
tlle No. 2560, Montevideo, states that 
one of its clients is interested in in- 
stalling in Uruguay a factory for sul- 
furous anhydride (SO?) for wine mak- 
ing, having a maximum production 
capacity of 100,000 kilograms of SO? 
annually. The factory will use stone 
sulfur as raw material. If it is neces- 
sary for reasons of economy that the 
factory work 24 hours continuously 
throughout the day, the daily produc- 
tion would not exceed 400 to 500 kilo- 
grams every 24 hours. 


Seed: 

New Zealand—S. Austin Carr. & Co., 
Ltd. (importing distributor), 14 Com- 
merce St., Auckland, wishes to pur- 
chase direct, marrow stem kale (Chou 
Moellier) seed, over 90% germination, 
high purity test. Delivery required 
before July 31, 1955. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages: 

Canada—Western Commodities, Ltd. 
(manufacturer’s agent), 425 Howe St. 
Vancouver B. C., wishes to obtain 
agency for California wines. 


Chemicals: 


France—Etablissements Paul Escou- 
lan & Ses Fils (wholesaler, commis- 
sion merchant, sales agent), 5-7 rue 
Berthelot, Toulouse, Haute-Garonne, 
wishes to obtain exclusive agencies— 
with financial responsibility, if desired 
—for insecticides for agricultural and 
home uses, and chemicals and related 
products. Correspondence in French 
preferred. 


Cleaning Compounds: 


France—Etablissements Paul Escou- 
lan & Ses Fils (wholesaler, commission 
merchant, sales agent), 5-7 rue Ber- 
thelot, Toulouse, Haute-Garonne, 


20 








Indonesian Business List 
To Be Published 


American importers and ex- 
porters interested in developing 
new trade contacts in Indonesia 
may find uséful the “Business 
Directory of Indonesia,” 1954-55 
edition, which is scheduled for 
publication in April of this year. 

The directory lists. exporters, 
importers, manufacturers, banks, 
shipping companies, and related 
businesses in Indonesia. 

Copies may be obtained from 
the publisher, Dohartua Co., Ltd., 
Djalan Kramat IV/8, Djakarta, 
Indonesia, at $8.83 per copy. 











wishes to obtain exclusive agency— 
with financial responsibility, if desired 
—for good quality household cleaning 
compounds. Correspondence in French 
preferred. 


Electrical Parts: 

Sweden—Karl W. Olsson (manufac- 
turer’s agent), 45 Odengatan, Stock- 
holm Va, wishes to obtain agency for 
bakelite and plastic fixtures for elec- 
trical appliances. 


Foodstuffs and Feedstuffs: 
Belgium—Henri Daniels (importing 
distributor, agent), 34 rue de 1l’Est, 
Brussels, wishes to obtain agencies 
for dairy products and foodstuffs. 
Canada—Western Commodities, Ltd. 
(manufacturer’s agent), 425 Howe 
St, Vancouver B. C. wishes to obtain 
agencies from California firms for 
dried and canned foodstuffs. 
Denmark—Car!l B. Feldthusen (man- 
ufacturer’s agent, commission mer- 
chant), 45 Raadhuspladsen, Copen- 
hagen V., wishes to obtain agencies 
for canned fruits—pineapple, peaches, 
apricots—and canned vegetables, in- 
cluding asparagus. 
France—Etablissements Paul Escou- 
lan & Ses Fils (wholesaler, commission 
merchant, sales agent), 5-7 rue Ber- 
thelot, Toulouse, Haute-Garonne, 
wishes to obtain exclusive agencies 
—with financial responsibility, if de- 
sired—for grocery products and pack- 
aged food products. Correspondence in 
French preferred. 
Germany—tTrobisch & Co. (broker 
and agent), 31 Grosse Bleichen, Ham- 
burg, wishes to obtain agencies for 
the following foodstuffs and feed- 
stuffs: Canned corned beef, meat and 
gravy, and luncheon meat in standard 
tins; canned sliced Hawaiian pine- 
apple in standard tins; canned natu- 
ral unsweetened, and sweetened juices 
—grapefruit, orange, pineapple, and 
mixed orange and grapefruit; dried 
prunes, apricots, peaches, apples, 
pears, and raisins; walnuts; dried 
edible peas and beans, Alaska green 
peas, baby lima beans, large lima 


es 


beans, and Great Northern and Mich. 
igan pea beans; California bees h 
—alfalfa, orange blossom, clover, cot. 
ton, and other light and extra light; 
all kinds and varieties of oilseeds 
particularly vetch seed; and all kinds 
and varieties of oilcakes, oilmeals, 
and expeller cakes. 

Peru—Mauricio Olin (indent agent) 
Apartado 1203, Lima, wishes to obtain 
agencies for dried and canned fruits, 
preferably from California. 

Spanish Morocco—Julio Azuara Mar- 
tin (importing distributor, commission 
merchant, fish canner), Solis 6, Ceuta, 
wishes to obtain agency for foodstuffs. 


General Merchandise: 


Canada—Western Commodities, Ltd. 
(manufacturer’s agent), 425 Howe St, 
Vancouver, B. C., wishes to obtain 
agencies for smallwares and special- 
ties. Firm desires to establish business 
connections with California 
which may be interested in the sale 
and distribution of their products in 
Western Canada. 


Machinery: . 


Spanish Morocco—Julio Azuar 
Martin (importing distributor, com- 
mission merchant, canner of fish), 
Solis 6, Ceuta, wishes to obtain agency 
for machinery. 


Paper Products: 


Canada—Western Commodities, Ltd. 
(manufacturer’s agent), 425 Howe St. 
Vancouver B. C., wishes to obtain 
agencies for wax paper, napkins, gift 
wrappings, tissue, and parchment pa- 
pers. Firm desires to establish busi- 
ness connections with California firms, 
which may be interested in the sale 
and distribution of their products in 
Western Canada. 

Peru—Sociedad Anonima de los Es- 
tablecimientos Sudamericanos Gratry 
(manufacturer of paints and candles, 
importer, retailer, wholsaler), Junin 
376, Lima, wishes to obtain agencies 
for converted paper products, such 
as cups, lunch sets, napkins, and nov- 
elties. 


Plastic Products: 


Sweden—Karl W. Olsson (manufac- 
turer’s agent), 45 Odengatan, Stock- 
holm Va., wishes to obtain agency for 
finished plastic boxes for face cream 
and face powder. 

Textiles: 

England—Stockland & Ferguson 
(sales agent), 34 Ravenscroft Ave. 
London, N. W. 11, wishes to obtain 
agencies for cotton, rayon, fiber, nylon, 
orlon, dacron, synthetic, and plastic 
textiles. Firm claims to have its own 


representative in every city of com- — 
mercial importance in the Mediter- 


ranean; Near, Middle, and Far East; 
North, East, and West Africa; and the 
Caribbean. 


Toiletries: 
France—Etabligsements Paul Escou- 
lan & Ses Fils (wholesaler, commis- 
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. sion merchant, sales agent), 5-7 rue 

elot, Toulouse, Haute-Garonne, 

es to obtain agencies—with finan- 

cal responsibility, if desired —for 

-quality medium-priced perfumes 

and toilet preparations for retail sale 

' through French stores. Correspon- 
' dence in French preferred. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia—John W. Short, repre- 
senting Hills Hoists Pty., Ltd. (manu- 
facturer of rotary clothes hoists, im- 

r of steel and aluminum strip), 
993-305 Princes Highway, St. Peters, 
N.S. W., is interested in exporting 
rotary clothes dryers, and in contact- 
ing manufacturers and suppliers of 
television antennas and steel and 
aluminum strips. Scheduled to arrive 
the middle of March, via San Fran- 
cisco, for a visit of 6 weeks. U. S. ad- 
dresses: c/o Australian Trade Com- 
missioners in New’ York (636 Fifth 
Ave.) and San Francisco (206 San- 
some St.). Itinerary; San Francisco, 
Los Angeles, St. Louis, Chicago, Pitts- 
purgh, and New York. 

New Zealand—Leonard Bingley 
Southward, representing Southward 
Engineering Co., Park Road; Lower 
Hutt, is interested in, and requests 
technical information on, a plant suit- 
able for the manufacture of welded 
steel tube, automotive exhaust pipes, 
mufflers, pram wheels, and general 
press work. He also is interested in 
purchasing steel strip and the general 
production of sheet metal articles. 
Scheduled to arrive March 10, via Los 
Angeles, for a visit of 2 months. U. S. 
address: c/o New Zealand Trade com- 
missioner, Suite 210, Dupont Circle 
Bidg., 1346 Connecticut Ave. N. W., 
Washington 6, D. C. Itinerary: Los An- 
geles, Seattle, Chicago, Aurora (Ill.), 
Toledo, Cleveland, Youngstown 
(Ohio), Pittsburgh, Greenfield 
(Mass.), Torrington, Hartford and 
Waterbury (Conn.), New York, and 
Washington. 


Panama—German Gil Sanchez, rep- 
resenting Lavanderia Bella Vista, 29 
Forty-third St., Panama, is interested 
in purchasing laundry supplies. Was 
Scheduled to arrive March 5, via 
Miami, for a visit of 3 weeks. U. S. 





address: Hotel Taft, Seventh Ave. and 
50th St.. New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
Miami, Washington, Philadelphia, and 
New York. 
Sweden—Tage Nystrom, represent- 
ing Adaco AB. (importer, wholesaler, 
agent), 20 Stora Badhusgatan, Gote- 
borg C., is interested in washing and 
Cleaning compounds, toilet prepara- 
tions, cosmetics, perfumery and allied 
Products, and foodstuffs. Was sched- 
uled to arrive about March 1, via New 
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York, for a visit of about 5 weeks. U. S. 
addresses: c/o Consulates General of 
Sweden in New York, 63 E. 64th St. 
and San Francisco, 1960 Jackson St. 
Itinerary: New York, Cincinnati, Chi- 
cago, San Francisco, and other cities. 

Union of South Africa—Julius L. 
Levine, representing Moshal, Gevisser 
& Partners, Ltd. (importer, whole- 
saler, exporter), 154 Market St., Jo- 
hannesburg, is interested in textiles 
and timber, and seeks technical in- 
formation on the production of paper 
pulp and paper. Scheduled to arrive 
March 15, via New York, for a visit 
of 4 weeks. U. S. address: c/o Anglo- 
African Shipping Co., 16 E, 34th St., 
New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York 
and other cities. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 

. vision has published the following 
grepned Sons may be stealned oy 
= domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Field 
Offices. The price is $1 a list for 
each country. 

Most of these lists are pref- 
aced by a brief review of basic 
trade and industry data collected 
in the course of compiling each 
list. Brief extracts from these data 
follow each title for which such 
data are available. 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Ceylon.—The 
United States supplied 72 automobiles 
valued at $132,000 in the first 11 
months of 1954. The principal sup- 
plier was the United Kingdom—1,898 
autos valued at $2.1 million. Other 
suppliers were France, 215 autos valued 
at $232,000; Western Germany, 182 
valued at $210,000; and Italy, 117 
valued at $120,000. 

In this period, 30 trucks and buses 
valued at $53,000 were imported from 
the United States. Other principal 
suppliers were the United Kingdom, 





Brazilian Public Utility 


Needs Registers 


Cia. Carris Porto Alegrense, 
319 Av. Joao Pessoa, Porto 
Alegre, Brazil, wishes to receive 
price quotations and literature 
covering automatic carfare reg- 
isters for street cars and buses, 
both manually and electrically 
operated. | 

The firm is a public utility 
financially controlled by the 
municipal government of Porto 
Alegre. 

Correspondence, preferably in 
Portuguese, should be sent direct 
to Cia. Carris Porto Alegrense. 











WORLD TRADE LEADS 


639 valued at $1.3 million, and Ger- 
many, 110 valued at $181,000. A total 
of 493 motor cycles valued at $117,000 
were imported; the leading supplier 
was the United Kingdom. 

Total imports of spare parts 
amounted to $2.5 million. Principal 
suppliers were the United Kingdom, 
$1.7 million; and the United States, 
$337,000. 

Business Firms—Libya. 


Coffee and Cocoa Exporters—Trini- 
dad—Cocoa ranks second only to sugar 
among export crops of Trinidad and 
Tobago. Coffee is a minor export of 
gradually increasing importance. Tea 
is not grown in this Colony. Exports 
of-raw cocoa have fluctuated in the 4 
calendar years 1950-1953 between 14 
million pounds and nearly 22 million 
pounds annually, 1953 exports reach- 
ing 21.7 million pounds. As the United 
States is the main destination of these 
exports, cocoa is an important earner 
of hard currency. Exports of raw cof- 
fee amounted to 2.4 million pounds in 
1953. 


Electrical Supply and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Israel.—Israel 
manufactures a wide range of good- 
quality electrical supplies and equip- 
ment. With the exception of heavy in- 
dustrial electrical equipment, the in- 
dustry is able to cover practically the 
entire needs of the domestic. market 
and the volume of imports has been 
sharply reduced. 


Imports consist largely of heavy in- 
dustrial electrical supplies and equip- 
ment, such as generators, winding 
wire, cables, etc., and of medical 
lamps, fluorescent lighting equipment, 
and other items not yet produced. 
Imports of electrical goods and equip- 
ment totaled 1£2,369,482 in 1953 and 
I£2,147,953 in the first 10 months of 
1954 (I£1—US$2.80). In the past year 
practically all impo:.s, chiefly heavy 
industrial electrical equipment, came 
from Western Germany under the 
reparations agreement. 


Fruit and Nut Importers, Dealers, 
Growers, and Exporters—Iraq.—Im- 
ports of fresh and dried fruits and 
nuts in 1952 amounted to 124,314 Iraqi 
dinars (1 Iraqi dinar—US$2.80). Fresh 
fruits were imported mainly from Jor- 
dan, Syria, and Lebanon. Dried fruits 
and nuts, imported mainly from Iran, 
consisted of dried limes, dried apri- 
cots, currants and raisins, almonds, 
and pistachio nuts. Only 145 Iraqi 
dinars’ worth of dried fruits were im- 
ported from the United States. 

Exports of fruits and nuts totaled 
4,659,069 Iraqi dinars in 1952 and were 
composed of dates, pomegranates, and 
almonds. The pomegranates and al- 
monds were exported to Bahrein and 
Kuwait. Exports of dates in 1952 
amounting to 242,761 metric tons were 
shipped principally to the following 
countries: India, 47,040 tons, 1,253,928 


(Continued on Page 23) 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Lyons International 
Fair Opens April 16 


Lyons, France, will play host to the 
business world when the doors of its 
International Fair are opened on April 
16. 

This fair will be a wholesale market 
displaying samples, only manufac- 
turers and direct producers will be 
permitted to display their goods, and 
only licensed tradesmen may do any 
buying. All retail selling, appeals to 
the public, distribution of prospectus 
or samples, and noisy publicity will be 
strictly prohibited. Exhibitors will be 
classed in their professional group 
among their French colleagues, not 
grouped into national sections. 


The U. S. Government will assist 
the individual exhibitor in his sales 
efforts by establishing and operating 
a central trade information booth and 
appointment and reception center to 
facilitate contacts between American 
and foreign businessmen. This in- 
formation center will offer all Amer- 
ican exhibitors and visitors at each 
fair an opportunity to register their 
names and addresses so that foreign 
business inquirers may be referred 
direct to them. 

Directories of all U. S. manufac- 
turers exhibiting products at the fair, 
as well as the names of local agents 
for American products on display, will 
aid foreign business inquirers in con- 
tacting American firms. 

The trade information center will 
be located in special booths with dis- 
play panels illustrating American 


business, industry, and marketing 
techniques. Pamphlets in the local 
language, containing data on the 


problems of exporting to, importing 
from, or making licensing investment 
arrangements with the United States, 
will be available. Government and 
industry consultants will. be present 
to discuss these problems. 


U. §. Trade Missions Assist 


Trade development missions staffing 
the information booths are a major 
feature of U.S. participation at each 
fair. Several weeks before the open- 
ing, experts selected by the Depart- 
ment of Commerce from qualified 
Government personnel, trade associa- 
tions, and businessmen visit the 
country in which the fair is to be held. 
They conduct meetings in all impor- 
tant industrial and commercial cities 
and consult with industry, business, 
and Government representatives of 
the foreign country. In addition to 
making speeches and leading discus- 
sions at group meetings of business- 
men, they are available for individual 
consultation on problems concerning 
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the export or import of U. S. merchan- 
dise. 

The trade missions advise interested 
businessmen in the foreign country of 
the ways the U.S. Government can as- 
sist them and, if possible, get them to 
request individual consultations. The 
consultation procedure, by rendering a 
service and dealing on a person-to- 
person basis, offers the greatest of 
opportunities for establishing friendly 
feelings for the United States. 


Fall Handicraft and Hobbies 
Show To Be Held in London 


The Third International Exhibi- 
tion of Handicrafts, Homecrafts. and 
Hobbies will be held at Earls Court, 
London, England, September 22 to 
October 1. 

The purpose and scope of the exhibi- 
tion is to encourage the great and 
growing interest in every type of craft, 
homecraft, and hobbies. The term 
“handicraft,””"it is stated, should be 
interpreted broadly to include a large 
range of manufactures, as well as tools 
and equipment used in such manu- 
factures. 

Attendance at the 1954 exhibition 
numbered 150,000, a 50-percent in- 
crease over the 1953 attendance. The 
number of exhibitors booked for the 
1955 show equals that in 1954. 

Rates for space this year are set at 
£820 a square meter. Details may be 
obtained from the Organizer, 3d Inter- 
national Handicrafts and Hobbies Ex- 
hibition, Link House, Store Street, 
London, W.C.1., England. 


Annual Strasbourg Fair To 
Be Held September 3-18 


The annual Strasbourg, France, 
European fair will be held from Sep- 
tember 3 to 18. 

The 1954 fair, held September 4-19, 
recorded more than 720,000 paid ad- 
missions and exhibitors increased to 
a total of 3,285, of whom 724 repre- 
sented 19 foreign nations. 


American participation was limited 
to exhibits by French sales agents or 
French branches of American firms. 
The number of American firms repre- 
sented increased from 13 in 1953 to 20 
in 1954. 


Foreign nations represented and the 
number of exhibitors were: Germany 
299; Italy 58; United Kingdom 52; the 
Netherlands 49; Switzerland 49; the 
Saar 35; United States 20; Belgium 
16; Sweden 12;.Denmark 11; Portugal 
11; Spain 8; Norway 3; and Finland, 
Hungary, Luxembourg, Rumania, and 
Czechoslavakia, 1 each. There were 
no government exhibits. 


Timber To Be Featured 
At London Exhibition — 


Timber is to be featured at 
Building Exhibition, a biennial e 
to be held at Olympia in London, 
England, November 16-30. 

Timber journals indicate that ex. 
porting countries are being invited 
and have responded encouragingly 
to the invitation “to arrange a dis. 
play to educate the younger archi- 
tects, builders, and members of the 
public in the uses of wood generally 
in building.” Available areas in the 
fair for exhibits will range from 
about 150 square feet upward and 
the rate for space will be 7s. 6d, 
a square foot. 

The establishment of a quota for 
the import of dollar hardwoods may 
make this item of particular interest 
at the 1955 exhibit and draw U, § 
products to the attention of the 
newer users of hardwoods in England 
who previously have not had the 
opportunity of becoming acquainted 
with them. 

The 1953 exhibition attracted a 
large number of. visitors from thé 
Continent, as well as from the 
colonies, and featured were a house 
conversion scheme, various prefabri- 
cated buildings, and uses to which 
aluminum could be put in construc- 
tion. 


Brussels Textile Exposition 
Scheduled for June, July 


The Second International Textile 
Exposition is scheduled to be held 
during June and July at the Centen- 
aire Fair Grounds, Brussels, Belgium. 

Most of the exhibition space report- 
edly has been reserved, but approxi- 
mately 1,000 square meters still are 
available in the foreign textiles and 
clothing sections. 

A congress of scientific research 
and numerous conferences on such 
subjects as the solidity of dyeing, 
hosiery, silk, etc. are planned during 
the exhibition. 

Exhibits will be in three main set- 
tions: Textiles, clothing, and textile 
machinery, as well as the connected 
industries—chemical products; plas 
tic materials; furs; technical press; 
furnishing fabrics; textiles for auto- 


mobiles, army, camping, packing, eto = 


Date production in Iran and Iraq for 


1954 is estimated at 540,000 short tons, — 
the Foreign Agricultural Service te % 


ports. 

However, about 33,000 tons of Iraq 
dates were severely damaged by No 
vember rains, and are unsalable for 
human consumption. 
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World Trade .. . 


(Continued from Page 21) 


dinars; Pakistan, 27,773 tons, 
494,598 Iraqi dinars; Egypt, 18,091 
, 296,683 Iraqi dinars; Syria, 16,735 

, $19,554 Iraqi dinars; United 
States, 15,907 tons, 283,933 Iraqi dinars. 

Hardware Importers and Dealers— 
Tunisia.—Tunisia is not a manufac- 
turer of hardware with the exception 
of aluminum household utensils. Im- 

rts of general hardware in 1953, 
accounted for from 5 percent to 7 per- 
cent of the 60 billion“francs’ worth of 
imports. France is the principal sup- 
plier of hardware. Other suppliers in 
order of importance are Germany, 
Italy, Sweden, Belgium, Yugoslavia, 
Czechoslovakia, Austria, and Hungary. 

Only those products essential to the 
economy and not available for pur- 
chase in the franc area may be im- 
ported from the dollar and other 
currency areas. 

Naval Store Importers, Dealers, and 
Producers—Brazil.—About 19,910 me- 
tric tons of rosin and allied products 
yalued at 85.6 million cruzeiros and 
682 metric tons of turpentine valued 
at 49 million cruzeiros were imported 
in 1953 (18.82 cruzeiros—US$1, official 
selling rate). 

About 55 percent of all rosin and 
allied products came from France, 
29.6 percent from Greece, and 108 
percent from the United States. Tur- 
pentine was imported from four coun- 
tries: 51.4 percent, the United States; 
23 percent, Sweden; 13 _ percent, 
Greece; and 12.3 percent, France. 
Naval stores are not exported. 


Oil (Animal, Fish, and Vegetable) 
Importers, Dealers, Producers, Refin- 
ers, and Exporters — Egypt. — Cotton 
grown in this country is the source 
for cottonseed oil, the principal oil 
used for industrial and edible purposes. 
Sesame, flax, and peanuts also are 
grown locally. The supply of fish oils, 
and animal fats and oils from indige- 
nous sources is negligible. 


This is an important market for 
imported oils, both edible and inedible. 
Imports from the United States in 
1953 were valued at $3,016,567. These 
imports consisted of inedible animal 
and fish oils and greases, principally 
tallow, valued at $2,959,528; refined 
vegetable oils, fats, and waxes valued 
at $40,099; and crude vegetable oils, 
fats, and waxes valued at $16,940. 


_ Exports to the United States in the 


ng, ete. § Same period were confined to geranium 


oil and essential or distilled oils valued 


' at $45,211. 


Photographic Supply Dealers and 
Photographers— Guatemala.— Guate- 
mala imports all cameras, photo- 
graphic equipment, and film. Equip- 
ment and film valued at $95,793 were 
imported in 1953, $82,329 originating 
in the United States, which remains 
the most important supplier. Of 
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Netherlands “E-55” Exhibit 
To Be Held in Rotterdam 


An exhibition called “Manifestation 
of Energy”’— popularly known as 
“E-55”—will be held in Rotterdam, 
the Netherlands, May 11-Septempber 3, 
according to a dispatch from the 
American Consulate at Rotterdam. 


The purpose of the exhibit is to 
show the progress made by the Neth- 
erlands since World War II and the 
floods of 1953. Technical committees 
of the exhibition will be responsible 
for material on the chemical works, 
electrotechnical industry, building and 
housing, machine construction, com- 
munication industries, textiles, paper, 
wood, wholesale trade, and other seg- 
ments of the Netherlands economy. 


Detailed information pertaining to 
the exhibition can be obtained from 
Manifestatie Van Nederlands Energie, 
’s-Gravendukwal 87, Rotterdam, the 
Netherlands. 


Canada Wool... 
(Continued from Page 10) 


wool and worsted industry in jeop- 
ardy. 

While the action to be taken by the 
Canadian Government as a result of 
the findings has not been officially 
announced, the Minister of Finance 
in requesting the Tariff Board to make 
the study pointed out that the Gov- 
ernnment wishes to give special con- 
sideration at the Geneva conference 
on the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT) to duties imposed 
on woven wool fabrics. 

Earlier information on the study 


appeared in Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, June 21, 1954, page 12. 





total camera imports valued at $44,- 
455, $14,071 worth originated in the 
United States and $26,884 worth in 
Germany. 

Tobacco and Tobacco Products Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Denmark.—The tobacco industry em- 
ploys about 9,000 persons in slightly 
less than 300 enterprises. All types 
of tobacco products are manufactured. 
Import of tobacco products in 1953 
was valued at less than $1.5 million 
or about 3 percent of the value of 
local production. Great Britain is the 
chief supplier of tobacco products, al- 
though small quantities of cigars are 
imported from the Netherlands. 

The value of leaf tobacco imports 
in 1953 amounted to $18.5 million. The 
United States supplied half of this 
amount by volume—4 million metric 
tons at $6.5 million—while imports 
from the Netherlands amounted to 
1.7 metric tons at $8 million. Other 
important suppliers were Brazil, 
United Kingdom, and Turkey. 
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Vienna Trade Fair To 
Be Held in September 


The Vienna Trade Fair, a sample 
fair held in the spring and fall each 
year, is scheduted to be held this fall 
under the auspices of Wiener Messe 
Aktiengesellschaft in Vienna, Austria, 
September 11-18. 

Principal products exhibited are 
machines of all kinds, chemicals, gen- 
eral merchandise, textiles, wine, fruit, 
tobacco, and flower bulbs, presented by 
representatives of firms. from Ger- 
many, Italy, Great Britain, the United 
States, Switzerland, Beleium, Sweden; 
the Netherlands, and other countries. 

Countries represented by exhibitors 
in the 1954 fall fair were as follows: 
Germany, 752 exhibitors: Italy, 140; 
Great Britain, 112; the United States, 
80; France, 50; Belgium, 24; Yugo- 
Slavia, 24; Sweden, 22; and the Nether- 
lands, 9. Attendance at the 1953 fair 
numbered 550,000 and in 1954, 560,000. 

The trade fair grounds covering 
372,000’ square meters is divided into 
two parts, the Messepalast covering 
22,000 square meters and the Rotun- 
dengelande, 350,000. Covered space 
rents for 85 to 220 Austrian schillings 
(26 Austrian schillings, par value= 
US$1) a square meter and for open- 
air space, 25 to 200 schillings. The 
final date for reservation of space is 
June 1. 


Electric current available is 380/220 
volts, 50 cycle. German Railways and 
Swiss Railways will allow exhibition 
goods to be transported each way at 
a 50-percent reduction and the Aus- 
trian Railways, at a 25-percent reduc- 
tion. All exhibition. goods will be 
shown duty free, as they are held in 
bond. The fair management assumes 
no responsibility for loss or damage 
to property displayed, but insurance 
coverage can be obtained. 


British Gift, Fancy Goods 
Fair To Move in 1956 


The Gift and Fancy Goods Fair— 
organized by the British Fancy Goods 
Association — opened -for the sixth 
year in Harrogate on January 31. 

In 1956 the Gift and Fancy Goods 
Fair will be held at Blackpool, where 
12 hotels and the Winter Gardens have 
been booked. Officials of the fair de- 
cided to move because larger accom- 
modations are needed owing to greater 
interest in the fair. 


In 1954, visitors at the exhibition are 
reported to have totaled 25,000, and 
£4 million worth of orders were taken 
(£1—US$2.80). It is expected that £6 
million worth of orders will be placed 
by buyers during the 1955 fair. 
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UN Group Considers 


International Travel 


The United Nations Transport and 
Communications Commission held its 
seventh session in New York City, 
February 7-15. The Commission meets 
approximately every 2 years to review 
global and regional problems in its 
field and make constructive recom- 
mendations. 

Agenda items pertaining to inter- 
— travel included the follow- 

g: 

eThe easing of frontier formalities 
to facilitate international travel. 

eThe use of the standard visa for- 
mat—developed- by the International 
Civil Aviation Organization—for in- 


ternational travel by all means of 
transport. 


eThe increased convenience and 
safety of international motor traffic, 
including the use of a worldwide sys- 
tem of road signs and signals, and the 
licensing of motor vehicle drivers in 
international traffic. 

eThe desirability of expediting ad- 
ditional ratification of the Convention 
on Road Traffic of 1949, which is an 
international agreement granting rec- 
ognition on automobile registration 
plates and drivers’ licenses. This 
agreement has been ratified to date 
by 18 nations and is now the basic 
treaty for international motoring. 

eThe approval of the agreements 
for facilitating customs formalities 
for private automobiles and personal 
effects of tourists which were drawn 
up at an intergovernmental confer- 
ence in 1954. The Commission hoped 
that these agreements would be speed- 
ily ratified. 

The Commission has placed the sub- 
ject of “International Development in 
the Field of Travel” on the first pri- 
ority list of its work program. This 
will insure close attention to the sub- 
ject by the Secretariat of the United 
Nations, and priority treatment by 
the Commission. 


Tulane University’s sixth annual In- 
stitute of Foreign Transportation and 
Port Operations will be held March 28- 
April 1 on the university campus in 
New Orleans. 

An intensive, 5-day practical train- 
ing course for young executives in the 
import-export field, the institute will 
feature discussions and presentations 
of all phases of foreign transportation 
and foreign trade operations. 

The institute is conducted by the 
School of Business Administration of 
Tulane University in cooperation with 
17 organizations in the New Orleans 
area and the railroad and steamship 
lines serving the Gulf South. 
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New Microwave Chain 
Planned in Canada 


A new microwave radio relay system 
for a defense line in northern Can- 
ada will be constructed by the Bell 
Telephone Company of Canada, the 
company president has announced. 

This new system, known as an “over 
the horizon” system, is formed of re- 
lay stations at 150-mile intervals 
which will force signals over the hori- 
zon. It will span remote areas of 
northern Canada where water or wide 
stretches of difficult terrain have to be 
covered. This is in contrast to the 
present “line of sight” communica- 
tion chains in which the relay points 


.are only 25 to 30 miles apart. Opera- 


tion of the new type of transmission 
will require 10,000 to 20,000 times as 
much power as the present system. 

A “line of sight” microwave system 
already is in operation for transmit- 
ting telephone and television on the 
Buffalo - Toronto - Ottawa - Montreal- 
Quebec route. A chain is being con- 
structed between Toronto and Win- 
nipeg to transmit television programs 
and to handle as many as 20,000 tele- 
phone circuits. 

Another microwave relay system 
between Toronto and Windsor—op- 
erated by the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way and the Canadian National Rail- 
ways—carries telegraphic traffic and 
television. 


Iraq Awards Contracts for 
Road, Airport Construction 


The Ministry of Development of 
Iraq has announced the following con- 
tract awards for construction work 
to be done in Iraq: 

eContract for reconstruction of the 
road between Faluja and Ramadi, 49 
kilometers, awarded jointly to Dujaila 
Construction Co. and Saraji Trading 
Co. of Iraq for 648,528 Iraqi dinars (1 
Iraqi dinar—US$2.80). The invitation 
to bid on this project was published 
in the Foreign Commerce Weekly, De- 
cember 13, 1954, page 17. 

eContract for construction of a class 
D civil airport at Bamirni in northern 
Iraq, awarded to George Wimpey Co., 
Ltd., for 363,226 Iraqi dinars. 


India Expands Phone System 


A new 2,500-line, automatic tele- 
phone exchange has been opened at 
Bangalore, India. During the cut- 
over, the Communications Minister 
announced plans to provide one tele- 
phone for every 1,000 persons in In- 
dia. At present there are approxi- 
mately 220,000 telephones, or an aver- 
age of one telephone for every 17,000 
persons. 

In addition, the Communications 
Minister stated that all district head- 





World Automobile Clubs 
To Meet May 6-12 


The World Touring and Auto- 
mobile Association (OTA), a non- 
governmental federation of au- 
tomobile and touring clubs 
throughout the world, will meet 
in Washington, D. C., May 6-12, 

The purpose of the meeting is 
to foster international tourism, 
especially by automobile, and to 
simplify the processes and help 
solve the problems involved 
therein. 

The American Automobile As- 
sociation, a member of the OTA, 
will be host to the meeting. 











Freight Rates Lowered on 
Citrus Going to Singapore 


A special emergency freight rate 
of $3 a box is to apply to shipments 
of oranges, lemons, and grapefruit 
from the U. S. West Coast to Singa- 
pore in the period, February 1 to 
April 30, the U. S. Pacific Coast Ship- 
ping Conference has announced. 

This reduction means that the 
standard freight rate is now 48 cents 
a box for oranges, 80 cents a box for 
grapefruit, and $1.48 a box for lemons. 

Local Singapore importers state 
that the new rates undoubtedly will 
increase sales of these items, es- 
pecially oranges. 


The Singapore Government on No- 
vember 1, 1954, relaxed its restrictions 
on import of citrus fruits from the 
United States. Licenses now are is- 
sued freely for import of citrus fruits 
from dollar sources (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Dec. 13, 1954, p. 13). 

—Cons. Gen., Singapore. 


Brazil Inaugurates Three 


Electric Power Plants 


A serious power shortage in Brazil's 
principal industrial areas was greatly 
relieved and power-consumption 
quotas lifted with the inauguration of 
the 200,000-kw. Piratininga thermo- 
electric power plant in Sao Paulo, and 
the 330,000-kw. Nilo Pecanha hydro- 
electric plant in the State of Rio de 
Janeiro in the fourth quarter of 1954 

In December, an experimental sup- 


ply of power was received by the 
northeastern States from the Pauld 


Afonso 120,000-kw. hydroelectric plant 


located on the Sao Francisco River. 
This plant was formally inaugurated 
in January. 

quarters in India are to be provided 
with a telephone exchange by the end 
of 1955. 
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— Canada To Construct Atomic Power Plant 
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Canada plans to build a small pilot 

c power plant in southern On- 

" jario, according to the annual report 

of the Crown corporation, Atomic 
gergy of Canada, Ltd. 

The designing of the plant is to 

this spring and the power sta- 
is to be in production early in 
1958. It will be a heavy-water mod- 
erated reactor using natural uranium 
and perhaps some separated pluto- 
nium as fuel. It will have a steam- 
erating capacity capable of pro- 
ducing about 20,000 kilowatts of elec- 
tricity. 

Cost-wise the power produced is 
not expected to be competitive with 
that from conventional fuels. The 
purpose is rather to provide the de- 
sign, operating, and cost experience 
jeading to the construction of a full- 
scale, economic power reactor of per- 
haps 100,000-kilowatt capacity at a 
cost to the consumer of 5 to 7 mills 
per kilowatt. This is the present cost 
of producing power in a conventional 
station using coal at $8 a ton. 

The Government will invite private 
industry to participate on the broad- 
est scale possible in the establishment 
of this nuclear power reactor. The 
necessary nuclear data will be supplied 
by the Government but the design and 
enstruction of the reactor will be 
contracted to a Canadian company or 
companies having the necessary facili- 
ties and experience. 

The Government envisages an ar- 
fangement whereby a public utility 
wil; provide the power plant and site, 


and will undertake to purchase steam 
from the reactor and generate electric 
power to be fed to an existing power 
system. The Hydro Electric Power 
Commission of Ontario is said to be 
a likely candidate for this task —Emb., 
Ottawa. 


U. S. Active Merchant 
Fleet Shows Drop 


The active oceangoing United States 
merchant fleet on February 1, included 
1,225 vessels of 1,000 gross tons and 
over, according to the latest Merchant 
Marine Data Sheet released by the 
Maritime Administration, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce. 

This was 22 ships less than the num- 
ber active on January 1, 1955, and 142 
less than the active fleet on February 
1 a year ago. 

The Government fleet in service had 
decreased by 1 vessel, and was 16 less 
than a year ago. A drop of 13 freight- 
ers and 7 tankers and 1 passenger- 
cargo ship made a decrease of 21 in 
the number of privately owned ships, 
or 126 less than the preceding year’s 
total. The reserve fleet showed an in- 
crease of 3 ships to a total of 2,015, 
making a total United States merchant 


fleet of 3,240 vessels on February 1, 


1955. 

Delivery of 1 Mariner and placing 
of a contract for a new tanker in 
January left the total of vessels under 
construction on February 1 at 16. 








f Rio de 
of 1954. 
ital sup- 
by the 
ie Paulo 
ric plant 
o River. 
ugurated 





provided 
- the end 


> Weekly 





FACTORS LIMITING 
U.S. INVESTMENT 
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More U.S. Tourists 


Visit France in ‘54 


The percentage of visitors from the 
United States to France increased by 
about 12 percent in 1954 over 1953. 

The percentage increase for British 
and Canadian visitors to France was 
below average in 1954. During the 
past 2 years, the number of German 
tourists increased, while the number 


of Scandinavian visitors declined for 
the second consecutive year. 


Paris—visited by 40 percent of all 
foreign tourists in 1953—showed: a 15- 
percent increase in 1954. 


Receipts from tourism in 1954 are 
estimated to have been about 40 per- 
cent higher than in 1953, while 
expenditures of the French tourists 
going abroad were about 25 percent 
lower. Therefore there was a balance- 
of-payments surplus from tourism for 
1954 which may have been as much 
as $75 million compared with a small 
deficit in 1953. 

However, these data take into ac- 
count only the foreign exchange pass- 
ing through official exchange chan- 
néls, and thus considerably under- 
state the money spent by foreign tour- 
ists in France. Not only may foreign 
tourists bring into France unlimited 
quantities of French banknotes which 
escape statistical registration, but 
there are also “private compensation 
deals” with people from those coun- 
tries having stringent exchange re- 
strictions —Emb., Paris. 


New Air Seales Scheduled 
From New York to Tehran 


Pan American World Airways will 
begin first-class and tourist service 
between New York and Tehran, Iran, 
on April 24; similar service between 
New York and Damascus, Syria, was 
started on February 14. 

Three flights a week are planned 
for both cities on 300-mile-an-hour 
Super-6 Clippers providing both first- 
class and tourist accommodations. 

Flights to Damascus and Tehran via 
Paris, Rome, and Beirut, will leave 
New York on Monday, Wednesday, 
and Saturday, arriving on Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Sunday. Westbound 
flights for New York on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday follow the 
same routing from Damascus and ar- 
rive on Tuesday, Thursday, and Sat- 
urday. 


Turkey’s tobacco production in 1954 
will total 212 million pounds from 382 
thousand acres, a considerable drop 
from 1953 production of 257 million 
pounds from 390 thousand acres, ac- 
cording to an estimate reported by the 
Foreign Agricultural Service. 
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Pesticide Market Expanded in 
Canada; Sales Uptrend Seen 


Pesticide sales in Canada may reasonably be expected to increase $1 


million a year to $24 million by 1960. 


An industry estimate places foreseeable annual demand for all pest 
control products as high as $50 million. 


Sales of pesticides have shown steady increases, to a 1953 total of $17,- 


700,000, which was 9.2 percent above 
the 1952 total. Sales in 1954, however, 
may have been adversely affected by 
poor crop conditions in the Prairie 
Provinces. Consumption data are not 
available, but sales have been recorded 
by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
since 1947. 


Manufacture of raw materials for 
pest control products in Canada is 
limited to about half a dozen toxic in- 
gredients, most of which are produced 
by the Naugatuck Chemical Co., El- 
mira, Ont., a division of the Dominion 
Rubber Co. These include 2,4-D acid, 
2,4.5-T acid, phenothiazine, and cer- 
tain dithiocarbamates. Copper sulfate 
is produced by Consolidated Mining 
and Smelting Company of Canada, 
Ltd., at Trail, B. C.. and by Canadian 
Copper Refiners at Montreal. A lim- 
ited quantity of lead and calcium ar- 
senates also is produced. Diluents, 
such as diatomaceous earth and talcs, 
zre domestically available. 


About 50 formulators are registered 
in Canada, 4 of which are large pro- 
ducers. Most of the formulators are 
subsidiaries of U. S. firms. Although 
some pesticides are imported as fin- 
ished products, most material sold un- 
der U. S. brand names is mixed or 
formulated in Canada. 


Most Imports From U. S. 

The United States is the source for 
about 90 percent of Canadian pesti- 
cide imports, although in 1953 ship- 
ments arrived from the United 
Kingdom, Germany, and Japan. 


‘Canada was the largest single market 


for U. S. exports of pesticides in 1953, 
taking 16 percent of total dollar value, 
compared with 12 percent in 1952. 


No duty is placed on imports of 
nonalcoholic pest control products 
in packages of over 3 pounds gross. 
Packages of 3 pounds or less are sub- 
ject to a most-favored-nation rate of 
121% percent ad valorem. Some Cana- 
dian formulators have objected to re- 
moval of the pre-GATT (General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade) 
duty of 7% percent ad valorem on 
finished products. Despite the fact 
that U. S. surplus capacity has forced 
down prices of Canadian products, 
however, there has been no organized 
pressure for tariff protection. 

Canadian exports of pest control 
products are insignificant. In 1953 
exports of agricultural dusts and 
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sprays totaled C$4,743, against C$325,- 
996 in 1952. 

Adequate spraying and dusting 
equipment is available. Production 
of such equipment in 1952—the latest 
year for which figures are available— 
was valued at $1,106,086 and 1952 im- 
ports totaled $1,520,152. 

Terms of sale are similar to those 
in the United States—net 30 days, or 
1 or 2 percent for 10 days, with letters 
of credit, sight drafts, and other 
credit instruments in common use. 
Channels of distribution are those 
used in the United States—exclusive 
agents, distributors, or branch com- 
panies. Advertising media are radio, 
newspapers, farm magazines, bDill- 
boards, demonstrations, etc. 

All pesticides offered for sale in 
Canada must be registered with the 
Dominion Department of Agriculture, 
and registrations must be renewed 
each calendar year. Each application 
for registration must contain informa- 
tion on toxic ingredients, applications, 


Sales of Pest Control Products 
By Canadian Registrants 


{In thousands of Canadian dollars] 














Commodity 1952 1953 
Agricultural dusts and sprays: 
REIN 6.90 cctusenscesccsdes 533 585 
Copper compounds ......... 979 817 
ea SEER gt AE 703 676 
Fungicides, excluding seed 

I sai 06000 occdees 523 856 
Seed treatments ............ 1,194 1,208 
Ge Witte Ee ddwect cosevereses 1,272 1,550 

i a 5,204 6,292 
Livestock treatments: 
ME divbenaursecerehdces 674 983 
Barn sprays for residual 

EY hed eek @aeeee ke ae 138 128 
Livestock sprayS ............ 195 214 
CE Anoverbads cascobidadyes 250 262 

> ssi taenaveoetscned 1,257 1,587 
Herbicides: 
2,4-D formulations ......... 4,024 3,216 
SE: bbe Suh oeedie bas an owne os 2,223 2,484 
I St deed aend Veoe be 6,247 5,700 
Household and industrial 

insecticides: 

DE. . Sean ap sgh 0b> aéclenia 785 848 
a are 259 135 
Paradichlorobenzene ........ 742 1,060 
Repellents (fly and mos- 

SE as ob ala dias ees 68 we kh 185 172 
EP es - ee 643 833 
MEN ciaind Jains 6 ahichere Gahan eo a 419 747 

a ee 3,033 3,795 
Rodenticides: 

WOE GD c accdecccecees 288 177 

Se eee er 171 137 

| a Pee re 459 314 

Grand total ........... 16,200 17,687 

Source: Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 


Ottawa. 







directions for use, and other mat Be 
similar to those required for Uae 


registration of a pesticide. 
To maintain or improve the 


position of U. S. pesticides in the Ca. | 


nadian market, U. S. exporters 

find it worthwhile to pay iner 

attention to promotion and market. 
ing, give greater care to the se] 

of agents and distributors, concenttate 
on specific products for particular 
sales areas, and devote more research 
and testing to the development of 
pesticides especially adapted to Qa. 
nadian requirements.—Emb., Ottawa, 


German Shipbuilding 
Reaches Postwar High 


Shipbuilding in the Federal Repub. 
lic of Germany reached a postwar 
high in 1954 with 205 vessels of 772. 
000 gross tonnage under construction 
at the year’s end. 

Tonnage completed in 1954 exceed. 
ed 1953 tonnage by nearly 19 percent 
and kept the Federal Republic second 
only to the United Kingdom in ship- 
yard activity. The 251 vessels, of 87%, 
116 gross registered tons, completed in 
1954 compared with 242 vessels, of 1. 
495,657 tons, completed in the United 
Kingdom. These figures are for . 
going vessels of over 100 tons. 

Significant in current activity is the 
amount of building done for foreign 
order and account, as well as the 
tanker tonnage. Seventy-two ships 
and 52 percent of the total tonnage 
under construction at the end of 19% 
were for export. Tankers for Libérian 
registry, of 128,993 tons, were the 
largest group, and 58,357 tons of tank- 
ers were for Norwegian registry, 39,00 
tons for U. S. registry, 34,894 tons for 
British registry, and 22,000 tons for 
Panamanian registry. 

Total tanker tonnage under COn- 
struction in the Federal Republic at 
the end of 1954 was 334,000 tons, as 
against 1,120,000 tons being built in 
the United Kingdom and 374,000 tons 
in the Netherlands. 


British Automobile Output 
Expected To Top 1 Million 


Motor vehicle production in the 
United Kingdom in the first 10 months 
of 1954 totaled 614,326 passenger cars 
and 210,921 commercial vehicles. 


this production, 309,706 passenger came 
and 105,367 commercial vehicles were 


exported. 

If the rate of production was mi 
tained in the last 2 months, 
motor vehicle output in 
expected to pass the 1 million mark 

There is a healthy demand for MO 
tor vehicles in the home market, 
waiting lists of up to 12 months 
exist for some of the more populat 
models. 
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Steel Plant in India 


| The U. S. S. R. has agreed to con- 

struct for the Government of India 

" gsteel plant with an original capacity 
of 1 million tons of steel ingots and 
750,000 tons of rolled products, capable 
of being expanded to 1 million tons of 
rolled products, under an intergovern- 
mental agreement signed in New Delhi 
on February 2. 

Construction of the plant is to be 
completed by December 31, 1959. The 
v. 8. 8S. R. will guarantee the plant’s 
operation for a period of 6 months and 
provide technicians for 3 years after 
the mill reaches full operation. 


Russian equipment is expected to 
cost about 434 million rupees (1 ru- 
pee=US$0.21), or about $91 million 
f.0. b. Black Sea and Baltic ports. In 
addition Soviet authorities will receive 
% million rupees for their services in 
preparing the project report and de- 
sign drawings. Payment is to be made 
in Indian rupees in 12 equal install- 
ments, with interest at 2% percent 
on the unpaid balance. The money is 
to be deposited in a special account 
in the Reserve Bank of India to be 
used for purchase of Indian commodi- 
ties or paid out in sterling. 

Final agreement on construction of 
the plant is contingent upon accept- 
ance by the Indian authorities of the 
project report, including price quota- 
tions, which Soviet authorities agree 
to provide within 9 months after se- 
lection of the site. Should the Gov- 
ernment of India not accept the re- 
port, it agrees to pay the U.S.S. R. all 
expenses connected therewith, subject 
to an upper limit of 8 million rupees. 

Although the agreement does not 
80 provide, the two parties reportedly 
have agreed on the Bilhai region of 
Madhya Pradesh as the site of the 
new plant. 


German Beer Exports Rise 


Beer exports from the Federal Re- 
public of Germany in 1954 totaled 
450,000 hectoliters (11,700,000 gallons), 
Up 10 percent from 1953, and a further 
increase is anticipated for 1955. 











Exports accounted for about 1.5 per- 
) cent of the Federal Republic’s beer 
' production of 30 million hectoliters 
| (780 million gallons). Most of the 
/€xports went to other European na- 
tions. Export figures do not include 
the substantial sales made to Allied 
military forces in Germany. 


The United States, together with 
the former German Colony of South- 
west Africa, provided the principal 
Oversea markets. American consumers 
have shown increasing interest in 
German top-fermented ale and stout. 
March 7, 1955 


*. 


us. S. R. To Build Exports of U. S. Coal Show Drop 


Oversea shipments of U.S. coal through U. S. ports in January, total- 
ing 1,330,035 gross tons, were 491,079 tons lower than the December 
1954 total but 3,623 tons higher than the November 1954 total. 

January exports from the various ports, by country of destination, 


are shown in the following table: 


[In gross tons] 




















. Hampton 
Country of Philadelphia Baltimore Roads Mobile Seattle Destination 
Destination Anth. Bitm. Bitm. Bitm.,. Bitm, Bitm. totals 
BOGE. 20% enkednngna lS surat 2,981 ae ee = » 17,755 
ae OL eee, Cea sn nop, A F a 70,535 
PORNO S cinsctete eden”.  wteel eh eke eR 34,160 
WUD ca cisecdatowke 10,107 asters ae 23,816 
W. Germany ....... pay A a¥ée eG) 1ee.* * whage 122,764 
TN SP ncticcoeksh’. .5eien iain 9,364 eee ees 10,435 
are 11.486 2,888 Keo pe hee eee 331,665 
Netherlands ........ 17,974 onde obee eee. nites 115.594 
BE WOT Secs cc csdhied si Micte \.' . s00st oe ee } ees 27,338 
BORA. vesetabbetspe: Ketek skeet ae Ree Ahan 19,841 
GE an cvabedesice © wense Ottis 40 eee 12003 white 13,043 
PORSEINE on cic tevees eves --. eee 2 Lee 2) eee ar 2,397 
SEENON «os cties. guads.” “then tee aoe Because, Spe 9.589 
United Kingdom .........; 10,338 Bee Ss eats Aa 233,401 
pT Ray eee noe 10,013 vee. > = weak dae 28,7 
Total, Europe 

and Africa ...<..%+ 39,567 5,869 29,715 eee oe pice 1,060,913 
RE as ince «beeeee bees <a Vins 50,966 11,664 492% 62,630 
CR ia ive gitetie” : Lanwk rebs 323 Riaee < Stieean meee 18,220 
CE.  Snéewaipsnaekss 4,733 ian Pe G3ee.:. -. shame sine 9,481 
TE | ashcesegees” dbwus Pe sfe. ‘taste ie + oe Pe es 9,752 
Total, South 

America and Cuba 4,733 323 83,363 11,664 100,083 
re Se gee a i. ae Fe 5,730 
TRO: nk dao seie > lehess a 3 eee eee .. ae ~ 1,498 
WUGOEL? Gia des caceukh iv 48088 4,183 UR ere ae, 147,306 
WY. dita ceave sane’ ®ehamae cams ° 0. eels ie ee 10,920 3,585 14,505 
Total; all others :.  ,..... 4,183 150,351 10,920 3,585 169,039 

Gramd COCR] ccccccciy checesevccsscccscpedncesépGnses eet as deeb aes eee eee 1,330,035 


Source: Association of American Railroads. 


Petroleum Catalyst Plant 
To Be Built in Canada 


A major U. S. producer of synthetic 
fluid petroleum catalytic cracking 
materialg will build a $6 million 
catalyst plant at Valleyfield, Quebec, 
about 40 miles from Montreal, the 
Canadian press has announced. 

No capacity figure has been re- 
leased, but it is reported that the new 
plant will serve all petroleum refiner- 
ies in Canada. It will employ about 
150 workers and obtain all raw mate- 
rials from Canadian sources. 

It will consume sodium silicate solu- 
tion, sulfuric acid, anhydrous am- 
monia, and hydrated aluminum. 5o- 
dium silicate will be produced by the 
catalyst plant operator in a factory 
to be constructed adjacent to its new 
catalyst plant. 

Canadian refineries have been im- 
porting their fluid catalytic cracking 
materials from the United States. 
The value of these imports has risen 
from C$891,000 in 1950 to C$2,500,000 
in the first 10 months of 1954. 


Spanish Refinery To Expand 


Expansion of the Refineria de Pe- 
troleos de Escombreras, 5S. A., 
(REPESA) near Cartagena, Spain, 
from an annual throughput capacity 
of 1.8 million metric tons of crude 


oil to 3.5 million metric tons has been 
authorized. 

The expansion is expected to be 
completed in about 2% to 3 years. 

Nearly all the additional fuel oil 
produced is to be used to supply eight 
new thermal power plants which will 
be constructed in the south of Spain. 
and in Ceuta, Spanish Morocco. 

The decree authorizing the expan- 
sion, published in the Spanish Official 
Bulletin of December 29, 1954, also 
provides that the peseta capital of 
REPESA is to be increased from 475 
million pesetas to 625 million—Emb., 
Madrid. 


Experimental TV-Telephone 
Combination Used in U. K. 


Experiments with a combination 
television screen and the interoffice 
telephone system at Streatham works 
of Smith Meters, Ltd., have been re- 
ported by a British magazine. 

The system consists of an industrial 
television camera set up in an experi- 
mental shop and linked on a closed 
circuit to a receiver in the design 
engineer’s office several hundred yards 
away. A worker places the diagram 
or mechanical part he is querying in 
front of the camera, rings the designer 
on the internal telephone, and points 
to whatever object he wishes to dis- 
cuss, consequently saving the designer 
inconvenience and loss of time in- 
volved in walking from one office to 
another to answer questions. 
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COMMODITY NEWS. 





Phonograph Record Production Capacity 
Restored to Prewar Level in Japan 


Approximately 21 million phono- 
graph records were produced in Ja- 
pan in 1954, one-third of which were 
foreign music records. Of this output 
98 percent was produced by 5 of 8 
leading firms, all located in Tokyo 
and operating without foreign capital. 

In the first 10 months of 1954 Ja- 
pan produced about 15.9 million 78- 
r.p.m. shellac records, 370,000 45-r.p.m. 
and 248,000 3314-r.p.m. plastic records. 

Manufacturers and dealers in Tokyo 
indicate that Japan’s production ca- 
pacity now is restored to prewar level 
and is still expanding. This expansion 
is due to the rapid return to the 
prewar standard of living, increase in 
entertainment facilities, and a rather 
extraordinary postwar demand for 
jazz and classical music by the young- 
er generation. Although “juke boxes” 
are practically nonexistent in Japan, 
numerous coffeeshops, pinball shops, 
and bars use recorded music for en- 
tertainment. Tokyo alone is estimated 
to have more than 20,000 high-fidelity 
sets. 

One of the present deterrents to a 
more rapid increase in record sales is 
the absence of good, but low-priced 
phonographs and record players. Com- 
ponent parts are cheap enough, but 
capital needed for mass production is 
at a too high premium and thus re- 
tail prices are comparatively high. 
This factor may be overcome in the 
future, when record consumption un- 
doubtedly will increase. 

Both vinylite and shellac biscuit for 
the manufacture of records are pro- 
duced in Japan. Most foreign music 
records produced in Japan are made 
from master records—matrices and 
tapes—imported from foreign pro- 
ducers. For this purpose the eight 
leading Japanese record manufac- 
turers have signed agreements with 
one or more foreign producers. 

All record imports into Japan are 
subject to import license and foreign 
exchange allocation. The outlook is 
poor for any great increase in imports 
of records from the United States, 
despite an anticipated expansion in 
the record market in Japan. It is 
estimated that annual sales of phono- 
graph records will reach 50 million 
units within 10 or 15 years but that 
these records will be produced locally. 
The use of U. S. master records from 
the production of American and other 
foreign music is almost certain to con- 
tinue, as the demand for foreign light 
music grows among the younger gen- 
eration. About 80 percent of the lo- 
cally produced foreign music records 
contain jazz, and the balance classical 
music. 


Although master record agreements 
are numerous among the Japanese 
and American producers, no techno- 


logical assistance agreement, or any 
other form of foreign investment has 
yet been made in this field. There is 
some indication that Japanese pro- 
ducers would be receptive to such in- 
vestment. . 

Production, factory sales, exports 
and imports, 1951-54, were as follows: 


(In thousand units) 
(1951 1952 1953 _ 1954 


Production ...... 14,954 17,806 19,408 21,000 
Factory sales (do- 

mestic) ........ 15,080 17,620 18,936 20,000 
DE thnk odneas 157 313 441 1 237 
EE © Seseemes 224 66 103 1 186 





1 Eleven months. 
* Excluding military PX imports. 


Brazilian Leather Output 
Increases; !mports Drop 


Leather production in\Brazil has 
recorded much progress in recent 
years and, quality-wise, the country 
now is reported to be the third most 
important producer in South America. 

The 600 Brazilian tanneries in opera- 
tion during 1954, produced an esti- 
mated 221,400,000 square feet of 
leather, including the following 
types: Cattle upper leather, 99.6 mil- 
lion square feet; splits, 40 million 
square feet; goat and cabretta, 25 
million square feet; sheep, 10.8 mil- 
lion square feet; pig, 45 million 
square feet; and fancy leathers, such 
as reptile and alligator, 1 million 
square feet. Medium and cheaper 
grades comprise the bulk of,produc- 
tion, largely in blacks, but in the 
better grades there is also a fair-sized 
output of colored uppers. 


Imports of leather into Brazil have 
declined primarily because of an in- 
creased domestic supply, but also on 
account of local import restrictions. 
Calf leather, the principal import, ac- 
counted for 56.4 percent of the total 
value of all leather and skins brought 
in during January-August 1954. Prin- 
cipal suppliers were Denmark, fur- 
nishing 16,485 kilograms, valued at 
10.1 million cruzeiros (18.82 cruzeiros 
=US$1.) ; Yugoslavia, 20,158 kilograms, 
at a value of 7.5 million cruzeiros; 
and Sweden, 8,172 kilograms, valued 
at 43 million cruzeiros. Exports of 
leather from Brazil are small. 


Malaya’s rice imports dropped 
sharply during January-September 
1954 to 267 million pounds, as com- 
pared with 947 million pounds im- 
ported in the corresponding months 
of 1953, the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice reports. 


This signifies a pronounced decline 
in imports from all the three prin- 
cipal countries where Malaya pur- 
chases rice—Thailand, Burma, and 
Indochina. 


— 


Spain Produces More 
Phonograph Records 


Two new phonograph record fae- 
tories have been established at M 
bringing the number of record plants 
in operation in Spain to five. Of the 
older plants, one is at San Seb 
and two others—including one re. 
cently reactivated—at Barcelona. 


Production includes 78-r. p.m. ree- 
ords of shellac and, since 1953, the new 
microgroove plastic records, 3344 and 
45 r.p.m. The trade estimates that 
600,000 to 1 million records of all types 
were produced in 1954 and that the 
total capacity, including that of the 
two new plants, is approximately 2 
million annually. Microgroove records 
are expected to account for 30 percent 
of the industry’s output when the new 
factories are in full production. 

Domestic production satisfies the 
present demand. Before the Spanish 
Civil War (1936-39), when only 
r. p. m. records were manufactured, 
about 1 million were sold, but indica- 
tions are that sales now are smaller. 
The decrease in sales is due in part 
to the introduction of high-priced 
microgroove records. Retail prices for 
domestic records are about $1 to $1.50 
for 78 r. p. m., $1.50 to $2 for 45 r. p.m, 
and $4.50 to $6.50 for 3314 r. p. m. De- 
spite the unfavorable price factors, 
however, overall domestic sales of 
phonograph records are expected to 
increase. Initiation of up-to-date rec- 
ord processing by two new local plants 
having important foreign licensing ar- 
rangements indicates possibilities for 
increased sales. 


Current Imports Small 
Current imports of phonograph rec- 
ords are small. There is undoubtedly 
a demand for certain foreign records, 
but import licenses are not easily ob- 
tainable because of a sizable domestic 
production; also, foreign exchange 
difficulties and rigid import controls 
tend to bar nonessential goods. 
Phonograph record materials—shel- 
lac, carbon black, and vinyl compounds 
—must be imported. However, the 
prevailing shortage of dollar exchange 
restricts import of these materials 
from the United States. 
Although a foreign demand exists 
for records of Spanish music, exports 
are small. Factors accounting for 


this lack of trade are reported to be © : 


high customs duties in some coun- 
tries, production of records of Spanish 
music abroad under licensing ar- 
rangements, and high export prices 
resulting from the present exchange 
rate for records. 

A number of foreign firms partici- 
pate in the local phonograph record 
market through licensing arrange- 
ments and the exchange of matrices 
or magnetic tape. Direct capital par- 


(Continued on Page 32) 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





U. S. Schedules Tariff Hearings 





Concessions for Swiss, Japanese in View 


The Interdepartmental Committee on Trade Agreements on February 
91 issued formal notice of the intention of the United States Govern- 
ment to undertake, under the authority of the Trade Agreements Act 
of 1934 as amended and extended, tariff negotiations with Switzerland. 

The Committee also supplemented its notice of November 13, 1954, 


coneerning tariff negotiations involv- 
ing Japan to be held under the spon- 
sorship of the countries associated in 
a General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade and announced a supplemental 
list of items for consideration in these 
negotiations. 

The announcement regarding nego- 
tiations with Switzerland, including 
the listing of products and the sched- 
uling of hearings, formally opens U. S. 
preparations for negotiations to com- 
pensate Switzerland for the increase 





A pamphlet containing the text of 
the February 21 announcement, the 
notices of the Interdepartmental Com- 
mittee on Trade Agreements and the 
Committee for Reciprocity Informa- 
tion, and the list of articles on which 
the United States may consider grant- 
ing tariff concessions has been pre- 
pared by the Interdepartmental Trade 
Agreements Organization. 

Copies of the publication, entitled 
Notices Regarding Negotiations With 
Switzerland, are available upon request 
from the Sales and Distribution Divi- 
sion, Office of Publications, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 

The publication also may be con- 
sulted at the Department’s Field Of- 
fices. The notices and list of articles 


also appear in the Federal Register of 
February 22. 





last year in U.S. duty rates on certain 
watches and watch movements. The 
U.S. action, which was consistent with 
the escape clause provision in the trade 
agreement between the United States 
and Switzerland, was taken to prevent 
serious injury to the domestic watch 
industry. 

The escape clause in the agreement 
also obligates the country taking such 


» action to consult at the request of the 


other country regarding appropriate 


' Measures which would maintain the 


general level of reciprocal and mu- 
tually advantageous concessions in the 


/ agreement. Switzerland has requested 


such consultations. 


The need for considering additional 
items in the negotiations involving 
Japan arises primarily out of develop- 
ments that have taken place since last 
November. In some cases, study has in- 
dicated serious weaknesses in the bar- 


March 7, 1955 





gaining position of the United States 
in negotiating with some of the third 
countries that have planned all along 
to negotiate with Japan and with 
which the United States may conse- 
quently wish to carry on supplemental 
negotiations to expand benefits to 
Japan. In others, countries that had 
previously no firm plans to negotiate 
have now decided to undertake such 
negotiations. 

Hearings are scheduled and oppor- 
tunity is provided for submission of 
briefs for the purpose of obtaining 
views and information from interested 
persons on all phases of both of these 
negotiations, including views for or 
against concessions which the United 
States might offer on particular prod- 
ucts. 


Products Listed 


Attached to the Committee’s notice 
of intention to negotiate is a list of 
products on which modification may 
be considered during the negotiations. 
Listing of an item is for the purpose 
of gathering information on the possi- 
bility of a concession; it does not mean 
that a concession will be offered on 
the product. No tariff concession can 
be made by the United States on any 
product not included in a published 
list. 

As required by law, the Committee 
for Reciprocity Information also gave 
notice that it will receive views of 
interested persons concerning any as- 
pect of the proposed negotiations. The 
Committee includes members desig- 
nated by the Secretaries of State, the 
Treasury, Defense, Agriculture, Com- 
merce, Labor, and Interior, and the 
Director of the Foreign Operations 
Administration to represent their re- 
spective agencies. In addition, the 
Committee includes a member of the 
U. S. Tariff Commission. 


Domestic producers, importers, and 
other interested persons are invited 
to present views and all possible in- 
formation regarding products on the 
published lists, including information 
relative to section 2 of the Trade 
Agreements Extension Act of 1954. 
This section provides that no action 
should be taken to decrease the duty 
on any article where the President 
finds that such reduction would 
threaten domestic production needed 


for projected national defense require- 
ments. 

Consideration will be given to sub- 
missions concerning wages in the ex- 
porting country in accordance with 
the President’s message of March 30, 
1954. All views and information will 
be carefully considered in arriving at 
a decision as to whether or not a con- 
cession should be offered by the United 
States on each product. 


Concessions To Be Compensatory 


In view of the fact that the pro- 
posed negotiations with Switzerland 
are for the purpose of offering conces- 
sions in compensation for withdrawal 
by the United States of concessions 
previously made to Switzerland on a 
reciprocal basis, it is not contem- 
plated that new concessions will be 
sought from the Swiss at this time. 

Hearings before the Committee for 
Reciprocity Information will open on 
March 28, 1955. Applications for oral 
presentation of views and information 
should be presented to the Commit- 
tea-not later than 12 noon, March 18, 
1955. 

Persons desiring to be heard should 
also submit written briefs or state- 
ments to the Committee for Reciproc- 
ity Information by 12 noon, March 18, 
1955. Only those persons will be heard 
who presented written briefs or state- 
ments and filed applications to be 
heard by the date indicated. 

Persons who do not desire to be 
heard may present written statements 
until noon, March 28, 1955. Details 
concerning the submission of briefs 
and applications to be heard are con- 
tained in the Committee’s notices. 

The U. S. Tariff Commission also an- 
nounced on February 21 that it would 
open public hearings on March 28, to 
receive views and information useful 
in preparing its “peril-point” report 
to the President, as required by section 
3(a) of the Trade Agreements Exten- 
sion Act of 1951, on the extent to 
which U. S. concessions on particular 
products may be made in the nego- 
tiations without causing or threaten- 
ing serious injury to a domestic indus- 
try producing like or directly competi- 
tive products. 


Both Hearings Open for Views 

Views and information received by 
the Tariff Commission in its hearings 
referred to above will be made avail- 
able to the Committee for Reciprocity 
Information for consideration by the 
Interdepartmental Committee on 
Trade Agreements. Persons who have 


(Continued on Page 31) 
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CCC Farm Products Available for Export 


The list of farm products available 
to commercial exporters from Com- 
modity Credit Corporation holdings 
during March, for sale abroad under 
varying specified price conditions, as 
announced by the Department of 
Agriculture on February 28, is as fol- 
lows: 

Cheddar cheese, nonfat dry milk 
solids, butter, dry whey, cotton, crude 
and. refined cottonseed oil, raw lin- 
seed oil, dry edible beans, wheat, corn, 
oats, grain sorghums, barley, and rye. 

The changes in this month’s list in- 
clude a reduced pfice for nonfat dry 
milk solids when available in bags, and 
a delay in consideration of offers on 
beans to equalize the timelag in re- 
ceipt of this announcement. 

Also eligible for export, at the same 
prices offered for sale to domestic 
buyers, are large lima beans, dry whey 
product, tung oil, olive oil, gum rosin, 
gum turpentine, and a number of 





FOA, Egypt Sign Loan Pact 


The Foreign Operations Administra- 
tion has announced the signing of a 
loan agreement with Egypt establish- 
ing a credit of not to exceed $7.5 mil- 
lion which will be used principally for 
replacement of rolling stock in Egypt’s 
railway improvement program. 

The loan is part of the $40 million 
which it was announced earlier would 
be allocated to Egypt from this fiscal 
year’s development assistance funds 
of FOA. 

It is repayable over a period of 40 
years at 4 percent interest. The loan 
may be repaid by Egypt either in dol- 
lars or in Egyptian pounds, which will 
be accepted by the United States in 
lieu of dollars at the effective ex- 
change rate of the Egyptian pound 
on the date of repayment. 

Should Egypt elect in the future to 
repay solely in U. S. currency, the 
agreement may be changed to call for 
a 3-percent interest charge. 

The United States has agreed to 
take the economic position of Egypt 
into consideration in any expenditure 
of Egyptian pounds paid to this coun- 
try under the agreement. 


Development of . . . 
(Continued from Page 15) 

ism, international motoring, and the 
like. 

eImprove statistics relating to 
travel, based on uniform methods. 

eEndeavor to reduce to the fullest 
extent practicable border-crossing for- 
malities such as visas, passports, 
travel taxes, exchange controls, and 
other restrictive factors. 


grass and cover crop seeds from the 
CCC domestic sales list for March 1955. 

The list, which varies from month to 
month as additional commodities be- 
come available, or commodities for- 
merly available are dropped, is de- 
signed to aid in moving CCC’s ex- 
cess inventories into export through 
regular commercial channels. 


2d Quarter Copper Quota Set 


Second-quarter export quotas for 
copper scrap and copper-base alloy 
scrap have been announced by the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce. 

A total of 5,000 tons has been set 
for unalloyed copper scrap, and a total 
of 7,000 tons (copper content) for 
copper-base alloy scrap. The second- 
quarter quotas represent a reduction 
from the 2-months quota set for 
February-March which amounted to 
6,000 tons for each category. 


Copperweld rods will remain under 
open-end. Licensing of copper-base 
alloy ingots will be restricted to his- 
torical export levels. 


BFC said these actions were taken 
after consultations with other Gov- 
ernment agencies and representatives 
of the various segments of the copper 
industry. Indications are that the 


short-supply situation is not likely to. 


improve appreciably in the second 


quarter. 

As announced by BFC on February 
5, refined copper of domestic origin 
will not generally be approved for 
export. Exports of refined copper 
produced from foreign origin mate- 
rials will continue under open-end 


quota. Special licensing procedures 
announced by BFC on February ¥ 
remain unchanged. 


U. S. Exporter Gets 
$700,000 Credit Line 


The authorization of an exporter 
credit line of $700,000 to assist Kan 
Lieberknecht, Inc., of Reading, Pa, 
in financing the sale abroad of mul. 
tiple section full-fashioned h 
knitting machinery has been an. 
nounced by the Export-Import Bank 

A line of credit of this type is de. 
signed to assist a U. S. exporter in 
financing the sale in foreign markets 
of productive capital equipment man- 
ufactured in the United States, the 
bank explained. 

Under the terms of such a credit the 
exporter is required to obtain pay- 
ment in cash of not less than 20 per- 
cent of the invoice value of each 
export sale to be financed and to 
participate by carrying not less than 
25 percent of the deferred payments, 
Under those conditions the Export- 
Import Bank will guarantee against 
default without recourse to the ex- 
porter up to 75 percent of the deferred 
payments on each sale. 

Thus the exporter is enabled to 
carry the obligations of the foreign 
importer with assurance or to sell 
them to commercial banks or other 
financial institutions in the United 
States designated by him. 

Interest rates on obligations pur- 
chased or guaranteed by the Export- 
Import Bank under exporter credit 
lines are to be not less than 5 percent 
per annum payable not less frequently 
than semiannually. 





Publishes daily 


applicability and legal effect. 


$1.50 a month 


ment 





FEDERAL REGISTER 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





——- 


Treasury Dismisses Dumping 
Charge on Certain Potash 


Customs field offices were instructed 
by the Treasury Department on Feb- 
ruary 25 to discontinue withholding 
appraisement of entries of muriate of 

h from the Soviet Zone of Ger- 
many because of suspected dumping 
and to process entries,of such mer- 
chandise without regard to any ques- 
tion of dumping. 

The instructions were issued after 
notification by the U. S. Tariff Com- 
mission of an equally divided opinion 
in the first case certified to it by the 
secretary of the Treasury under the 
Antidumping Act, 1921, as amended 
py section 301 of the Customs Simpli- 
fication Act of 1954. The divided opin- 
jon means that the Commission has 
not made an affirmative finding of in- 
jury, as required by the Antidumping 
Act for the imposition of dumping 
duties. 

In the Commission’s letter of notifi- 
cation, the three members who found 
no injury expressed the view that fu- 
ture imports of muriate of potash 
from the Soviet Zone of Germany 
should be closely ‘observed and that a 
review of the application of the Anti- 
dumping Act should be initiated if im- 
ports involving sales below fair value 
increase to such an extent as to war- 
tant a review. Accordingly, the Treas- 
wy has advised the Tariff Commis- 
sion that it will continue to maintain 
tlose observation over such imports. 

Notice of the public hearing in con- 
nection with the investigation of the 
alleged dumping of muriate of potash 
from the Soviet Zone of Germany ap- 
peared in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
December 13, 1954, pages 10 and 24. 


Concessions for . . . 

(Continued from Page 29) 
appeared before the Tariff Commis- 
sion need not—but may if they wish— 
appear also before the Committee for 
Reciprocity Information. 

The Tariff Commission will also 
Make available to the Committee for 
Reciprocity Informatioh views and in- 
formation received by the Commission 
in its investigation pursuant to the 
Senate Finance Committee Resolution 
of March 11, 1954, on all articles hav- 
ing an ad valorem equivalent duty rate 
of 50 percent or higher. 

However, persons wishing to present 
Material on U. S. import concessions 
other than the material they have pre- 
sented to the Tariff Commission 
should file written statements or briefs 
with the Committee for Reciprocity 
Information, and, if they wish, may 
Tequest appearance before that Com- 
mittee. Persons wishing to suggest ad- 
ditional items on which U. S. import 
concessions may be considered, and 
Which do not appear in a published 
list, should present their views to the 


March 7, 1955 





Brazil Gets Credit To 
Buy Capital Goods 


At a meeting of the Board of 
Directors of the Export-Import 
Bank held February 9 in Wash- 
ington, D. C., a line of credit not 
to exceed $75 million was au- 
thorized to be extended to Bra- 
zil for the procurement, within 
the next 6 months of capital 
goods manufactured in the 
United States, the items of 
which are to be agreed upon 
later. Details of the transaction 
remain to be worked out. 

This action followed conver- 
sation in Rio de Janciro by rep- 
resentatives of the bank and 
the U. S. Departments of State 
and Treasury with the Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs and Finance, 
and other Brazilian officials, in 
which plans and programs for 
the control of inflation in Bra- 
zil were presented and discussed. 











Senate Hearings in Progress 
On Trade Agreements Bill 


The Senate Committee on Finance 
announced on February 23 that it will 
begin hearings on Wednesday, March 
2, H. R. 1—the Trade Agreements 
Extension Bill—as passed by the House 
of Representatives on February 18. 

Consolidation of, testimony into a 
single oral presentation will be re- 
quested where it is known there are 
several witnesses from the same in- 
dustry with the same opinion. Dupli- 
cation of testimony before the House 
committee will not be heard, since the 
committee staff has prepared a digest 
of House hearings for presentation to 
the committee in executive session. 


If an association or individual, how- 
ever, has additional recommendations 
to supplement House testimony, the 
committee will schedule an appear- 
ance, limiting oral remarks, but al- 
lowing the privilege of submitting a 
written statement for the record. 

An analysis of H. R. 1 as passed by 
the House, including the amendments 
made by the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee, appeared in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, February 21, 1955, page 24. 





Committee for Reciprocity Informa- 
tion. 

Copies of the Tariff Commission 
notices may be obtained from the 
Commission. 


Ireland’s egg production for 1954 is 
estimated at 840 million, 22 percent 
below that of 1953. 


Chicken numbers on June 1, 1954, 


are estimated at 13 million, compared 
with 16 million in 1953——Emb., Dublin. 


3 U.S. Exporters 
Get Credit Lines 


The Export-Import Bank has an- 
nounced the authorization of three 
exporter credit lines to assist U. S. 
manufacturers in financing the sale 
abroad of productive capital equip- 
ment and related services. 

An exporter line of credit of $450,- 
000 was authorized to assist Smith, 
Kirkpatrick & Co., Inc., of New York 
City, an independent exporter, in fi- 
nancing on terms not exceeding 3 
years its export sales of overhead irri- 
gation equipment; agricultural imple- 
ments; airplane engines and airframes 
for crop dusting, spraying, and related 
uses; and wallboard manufacturing 
equipment produced by the various 
U. S. manufacturers for whom this 
company acts as-export representative. 

Another line of credit of $520,000 will 
assist the Ellicott Machine Corp. of 
Baltimore, Md., in financing export 
sales of dredges and dredging ma- 
chinery on terms not exceeding 5 
years. 

A third line of credit of $5,600,000 
will assist Massey-Harris-Ferguson, 
Inc., of Racine, Wis., in financing on 
terms not exceeding 3 years its export 
sales of agricultural and industrial 
tractors, agricultural equipment, and 
accessories and attachments. 


Under terms of credits such as these, 
the exporter is required to obtain pay- 
ment in cash of not less than 20 per- 
cent of the invoice value of each ex- 
port sale to be financed and to partici- 
pate by carrying not less than 25 per- 
cent of the deferred payments. Under 
these conditions the Export-Import 
Bank will guarantee against default, 
without recourse to the exporter, up to 
75 percent of the deferred payments 
on each sale. ‘Thus the exporter is 
enabled to carry the obligations of the 
foreign importer with assurance or to 
sell them to commercial banks or other 
financial institutions in the United 
States designated by him. 


Reciprocal Trade Agreement 
With Ecuador Ends in July 


The United States has notified the 
Government of Ecuador of its intent 
to terminate the reciprocal trade 
agreement signed by both countries 
in 1938. This action was taken in 
a spirit of full understanding and 
good will by the two countries, fol-' 
lowing conversations over a consid- 
erable period between representatives 
of both governments. 

The termination will become effec- 
tive on July 18, 1955. 


It is expected that discussions will 
be initiated on the subject of a new 
commercial arrangement to replace 
the terminated trade agreement.— 
Emb., Quito. 
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FOA Allots Italy $15.5 Million 


The Foreign Operations Adminis- 
tration has allotted $15,520,000 in mu- 
tual security funds to Italy in support 
of the nation’s long-standing efforts 
to build up the economy of its under- 
developed southern areas. 

The $15,520,000 defense-support aid 
will be used by Italy to finance im- 
ports of cotton from the United States, 
under section 402 of the Mutual Se- 
curity Act of 1954. 


This section provides that at least 
$350 million of mutual security appro- 
priations shall be used to finance sales 
of surplus U, S. agricultural commodi- 
ties for foreign currencies. The for- 
eign currency proceeds are used for 
purposes consistent with the Mutual 
Security Act. 

The lira proceeds of the $15,520,000 
worth of cotton to be, paid by Italian 
purchasers will be used by the Italian 
Government to build roads and other 
productive public works, basic to the 
development of southern Italy. 


The defense support agreement, in 
promoting public works in southern 
Italy, supplements an earlier agree- 
ment concluded in June 1954, when 
FOA allotted $20 million, the counter- 
part of which is used as a revolving 
industrial loan fund designed to speed 
up the development of industries in 
the Mezzogiorno (South) and insular 
areas. 


Italy has already made a major 
effort for the revitalization of this 
area, comprising about one-third of 
the country’s area and population, 
FOA said. Italy’s efforts have been 
channeled through the Cassa per il 
Mezzogiorno—Fund for the South—a 
public agency established to carry out 
a broad program of action in such 
fields as land reclamation, irrigation 
and conservation, and for development 
of roads, railways, aqueducts, and 
sewers. The Cassa’s average annual 
budget is equivalent to $175 million. 


Letters also have been exchanged 
confirming an understanding pre- 
viously reached between representa- 
tives of the U. S. and Italian govern- 
ments for the continuing use of a 
Trieste counterpart lira industrial loan 


fund. This fund, a revolving one, was 
originally generated by some $37.5 mil- 
lion in U. S. Marshall Plan aid given to 
Trieste between 1948 and 1952. 


Two Foreign Firms Suspended 
From U. S. Export Privileges 


Adolf Duhme of Bremen, West Ger- 
many, and K. Burgi-Tobler and Co. 
and its officials, Karl Burgi-Tobler 
and Anna Burgi-Tobler, of Zurich, 
Switzerland, have been temporarily 
suspended from all U. S. export privi- 
leges effective February 21, 1955, the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce has 
announced. 

The suspension order will remain in 
effect until conclusion of formal ex- 
port denial proceedings soon to be 
initiated in this case. 

BFC said issuance of the order was 
based on evidence which indicates 
that in 1952, Duhme and Burgi-Tob- 
ler were involved in transshipment 
and attempted transshipment to East 
Germany of U. S.-origin caustic soda 
licensed for West Germany. Investi- 
gation further indicates that in 1953, 
Burgi-Tobler also participated in un- 
authorized diversion of several gen- 
eral license shipments to the Soviet 
bloc. 


The alleged actions of the named 
parties were committed in knowing 


violation of U. S. export control laws, 
BFC said. 

Duhme sought to impede BFC’s in- 
vestigation by giving misleading in- 
formation, and both parties have since 
failed to respond to BFC questioning 
regarding their activities in connec- 
tion with the shipments. 

The temporary suspension order pro- 
hibits the named individuals and firm, 
and any other person or firm with 
which they may be associated, from 
receiving or otherwise participating 
in U. S. export transactions, either di- 
rectly or ind)rectly. It further states 
that no expo:t or related service may 
be performed for them by any firm or 
person without prior BFC approval. 


Spain Produces .. . 

(Continued from Page 28) 
ticipation is permissible if an interest- 
ed Spanish financial group is found. 
In principle, at least three-fourths of 
the paid-in capital of an industrial 
enterprise must be Spanish owned, 
even though a larger foreign partici- 
pation has occasionally been author- 
ized. 

American capital is involved in one 
of the two corporations now beginning 
the manufacture of phonograph rec- 
ords in Spain and French capital in 
the other. In view of the extent to 
which the industry has now developed, 
it is difficult to determine the advis- 
ability of participation by American 
companies in establishing new pro- 
duction facilities. 
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